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deceased, a soldier in the last war with Great Britain, pray- 
ng for the rigut to locate the one hundred and sixtygacres 


quested to communicate to the Senate a copy of the pro- 
ceedings of the court-martial in the case ot Second Lieu 


of land falling to said Arnold in the State of Iilinois ; which | tenant D. C. Buell, third infantry, and of all orders and 


was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
By Mr. RELFE: The petition of citizens of the Terri- 
tory of Jowa, praying Congress to pass a law for the occu- | 


ion of Oregon. 
Paleo, the petition of sundry citizens of the State of Mis- 


p | papers in relation thereto, from the original order for assein- 
Also, the petition of Timothy Souther, praying indemnity || bling the court to the final order for the “ dispersion” of its 
for certain moneys expended by him for the Government, | members. 


ENEAS MUNSON. 
Senate bill for the relief of Eneas Munson came 


up for consideration, but was again laid upon the 


souri, praying the removal of the circuit court for the Mis- | table. 


souri district from St. Louis to. the city of Jefferson, the | 
seat of government of the State of Missouri. \| 

By Mr. OWEN: A petition from certain citizens of In- i| 
diana, praying for the armed occupation of Oregon ; which |} 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania : A memorial from 
the Howard Institution of Washington City, praying an ap- 

opriation of a portion of the public lots in this city to aid 
in the erection of buildings ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Seth Adams, of Zanes- | 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
On motion of Mr. BARROW, it was | 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn to 


meet on Tuesday next. | 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. | 
On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate pro- | 


ceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 


ness; and, after some time spent therein, the 


ville, Ohio, praying forindemity for French spoliations prior || doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


to 1800; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
rs. 
“ Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York: A petition of John || 
M. King; of Troy, New York, in reference to his claim for 
pounty land; which was referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. | 
Also, a petition of Jonas D. Platt, of Troy, in the State of 
New York, asoldier of the war of 1812 with Great Britain, || 
fora pension ; which was referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 


IN SENATE. | 
Frivay, December 22, 1843. 


Mr. FOSTER presented resolutions from the 
Legislature of Tennessee, instructing the Sena- 
tors and requesting the Representatives from that 
State to vote for the passage of a law abolishing 
the Army Order No. 40, of 1842, and restoring 
General Gaines to his rank in the Army; which | 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JARNAGIN gave notice that he would, | 
theearliest day practicable, ask leave to introduce 
abill to carry into effect the purposes of the above | 
resolutions. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from cit- 
izens of the United States upon the subject of the 
octupation of the Oregon Territory, praying for 
the passage of a bill giving encouragement and 
protection to the emigrants to that Territory; 
which was referred to the select committee on that 
subject. 

‘Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial upon 
the same subject, and with alike prayer; which | 
was referred to the select committee on that sub- || 
ject. 


1} 
| 


' REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported in favor of printing the report || 
of the Secretary of State, showing the changes 
inthe commercial systems of other nations; which 
was concurred in. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of Isaac | 
lisley; which was read, and ordered to a second | 
reading, and the report accompanying the same 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on | 
Military Affairs, reported back, without amend- | 
ment, and with a recommendation that it do pass, | 
the bill to refund to the State of Massachusetts the | 
balance due her for disbursements during the war. 


On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Mary E. Zantzinger, the 
widow of Captain Richard P. Zantzinger, asking for a pen- 
sion, be taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to | 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


CLAIMS ON MEXICO. 
Mr. BARROW submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies over one day, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the Senate, so far as in his judgment the same may 
be done without prejudice to the public interests, such in- | 

ation as he may possess relating to claims of citizens 
of the United States upon the Republic of Mexico, and the 
ae ependence which may have occurred in reference to 
same. 
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tion; which lies over one day, under the rule: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, December 22, 1843. 


After prayer by the Rev. J. S. Tinsuey, 

The Journal of yesterday was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. ADAMS desired thatthe Journal might be 
amended. It was stated upon the Journal that 
he had been called to order by the Speaker for 
making offensive remarks. His own understand- 


.ing of the matter was, that he had been called to 


order for irrelevancy by the gentleman from North | 


|| Carolina; and he believed it was upon that ground 
| that the Speaker had decided that he was out of 


order. He certainly had not intended anything | 


| offensive, and he did not understand that it was | 


upon that ground that he had been called to order. | 
The SPEAKER explained to the gentleman || 


| from Massachusetts that he had been first called | 


to order for irrelevancy; and, being afterwards || 
permittéd to proceed, he was again called to order 
for remarks that were considered by the Chair | 


| offensive to the House. 


Mr. ADAMS said he wished it stated upon the 
Journal that he was called to order for irrelevan- 
cy; and if the Speaker thought proper, in addition 
to that, to have it stated upon the Journal that he 
had been called to order for offensive remarks, he | 
would have no objection. 


The SPEAKER put the question upon the mo- | 


tion of Mr. Apams to amend the Journal; which | 
motion was carried in the affirmative. 1 


Mr. SMITH, of Iridiana, rose to request that 
the Journal be amended, by inserting a motion | 


| which he had made (and which he supposed had | 


been overlooked by the Clerk) to refer the reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of Massachusetts to a 
committee to be composed of a member from 
each of the States. b 

The SPEAKER observed to the gentleman | 
from Indiana, that he had regarded it as a mere | 
suggestion, and not a motion; and that the sug- | 
gestion itself had been afterwards withdrawn. | 

Mr. SMITH then withdrew his proposition to 
amend, 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. FRENCH said he desired to make an ex- 
planation in regard to certain remarks which were 
attributed to him in a newspaper of this morning, 
in reference to petitions on the subject of the 
abolition of slavery. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the gentleman 
could only be allowed to proceed by consent of 
the House; which having been granted, 


Mr. FRENCH said he desired’ the indulgence 


of the House in order that he might correct cer- | 


tain misrepresentations which had been made by 
the National Intelligencer of his remarks on yes- 
terday. 

That paper reported him as having said, after 
reciting that clause of the Constitution which says 
that ** Representatives and direct taxes shall be 
apportioned among the several States which are 
or may be included in this Union, according to 


ined by adding to the whole number of free per- 
sons, including those bound to serve for a term 


_ Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- | their respective numbers, which shal! be determ- 


of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three 
fifths of all other persons,’’ that that was the 
clause in virtue of which three fifths of the slave 
population of the southern States were now rep- 
resented in this House. 

He certainly did not understand himself as 
having said anything of this kind. It had never 
been his opinion that the slave population of this 
country was represented in Congress. Slaves 
were property; and three fifths of their number 
were added to the white population of the State, 
for the benefit of such State. The addition to the 
number of the white population of the slave States 
was made for the benefit of the white population, 
and not for the benefit of the slaves. 1 

He was also represented as having said, in 
sneaking upon the subject of abolition petitions, 
that he rose for the purpose of proving it to be 
unconstitutional to receive such petitions. He 
did not precisely recollect what his language 
might have been. He remembered distinctly, 
however, that he had it in view to discuss, as a 
leading proposition, the power of Congress over 
the subject of slavery; and what he did say was 
certainly connected with that main proposition. 

Inasmuch as, in his view of the question, Con- 
gress had no power to abolish slavery, they hed 
no right to entertain any petition praying for its 
abolition; because to grant their re quest would be 
to violate the Constiiution, 

One other remark, and he had done. He was 
also represented to have said, that in the event of 
striking out this feature of the Constitution some 
of the slave States would lose one half of their 
population. He did not understand himself as 
having made any such remark. What he did say 
was, that if the three fifths were taken away in 
the case of some of the States, they would be de- 
prived of one half of their representation, 


MEXICAN INDEMNITY. 


Mr. HOUSTON offered the following resolu- 
tion; but it was decided by the Speaker not to be 
in order, and it was accordingly withdrawn: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested Lo communicate to this House, so far as, in his judg- 


/ ment, the same may be done without prejudice to the pub- 


lic interest, any tuformation in his possession relating to the 


| claims of citizens of the United States upon the Republic 


of Mexico, copies of such correspondence as may have been 
had in retgrence tothe same. aud his views in regard to the 
adjustment and liquidation of said claims. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. HUDSON inquired what was the question 
now before the House? 

The SPEAKER replied, it was upon the ref- 
erence of the resolutions of the Legislature of 
Massachusetts to the Judiciary Committee. 

The resalutions are as follows: 


Resolved, That the following amendment to the Conati- 
tution of the United States be, and hereby is, recommended 
to the consideration of Congress, to be acted on according 
to the fifth article. ‘The third clause of the second section 
of the first article shali read in the words following: Kepre- 
sentatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several States which are or :.ay be included within this 
Union according to their respective number of free persona, 
including Indians not taxed. The actual enumeration shail 
be made within two years trom the cate of the adoption of 
this amendtwent, in the manner provided by the Constitu- 

| tion, and within every subsequent term of ten vears, insuch 
manner ¢. the Congress shall by law direet. The number 
of Representatives shall net exceed one for every thirty 
thousand, but each State shall have at least one Represent- 
ative. 

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be requested 
to transmit a copy of the foregoing resoive, and the pro- 
posed amendment, to each of the Senators and members of 
the House of Representatives of this Commonwealth in the 

| Congress of the United States. 

| Resolved, That his Exceileucy the Governor be requested 

| to transmit a copy of the said resolve and amendment to 
the Executives of the United States and of the severai States. 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York, claimed the right of 
addressing the House upon this question, having 
obtained the floor previous to the adjournment 
yesterday, but gave way to 

Mr. ADAMS, who said the Speaker would 
recollect that about two hours of the time of the 
House was yesterday occupied by a debate of an 

| extremely interesting nature—which was, how- 
| ever, entirely aside from the proposition before 
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the House. That debate was first commenced || Mr. C. JOHNSON insisted that the 


by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] who || 
wished to make a special communication to the |! 
House, and requested the reporters particularly 
to take notice of what he said. It required the 
general consent of the House, and general consent 
was given; and the gentleman took as much time 
as he thought necessary to communicate to the 
House what his ideas and opinions were; and, 
immediately afterwards, another gentleman asked 
for the same indulgence, and it was allowed to 
him, and to three or four or five others. 

Mr. KING, of New York, called the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to order. 

Mr. ADAMS being permitted, by general con- 
sent, to proceed, said that he was going on to 
state what took place yesterday; and he enter- 
tained the hope that the same indulgence which 
had been granted to others would be extended to 
him. While the debate was still going on before 
the edjournment on yesterday, the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Davis} rose and addressed 
the Chair; but his address was cut off by the ad- 
journment. The gentleman had again risen for 
the purpose of addressing the House,and he (Mr. 
A.) wished to say that, reserving to himself the 
right to remind the House of the position in which 
he was placed yesterday, and reserving to him- 
self the right to claim the same indulgence which 
had been extended to other members upon that 
floor, he was perfectly willing that the gentleman 


and indeed, for his own part, he would be glad to 
see it extended to every member of the House. 
The debate itself was extremely interesting, and 
involved 

Mr. KING again called the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to order. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said that, if the gen- 
tleman from Maasachusetts would allow him, 
he would offer a resolution that would exactly 
meet his views, by throwing the debate open to 
all. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania that the resolution could not be re- 
ceived but by general consent. 

Objections being made, it was not received. 





Mr. ADAMS said he supposed, from the re- \| 


fusal to receive the resolution, that it was not the 
wish of the House that the debate should pro- 
ceed, and that he should be precluded from taking 
any notice whatever of the remarks of gentlemen 
who had addressed the House on the subject, and 
from expressing to the House his views in rela- 
tion to the memorial of the Massachusetts Le- 
islature. 

Mr. THOMASSON moved that the gentle- 
man have leave to express his views on the sub- 
ect. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked if that motion was open 
to debate ? 

The SPEAKER said that, strictly speaking, 
the debate was not in order, without leave of the | 
House. 

Mr. C. JOUNSON asked what was the regu- 
lar business before the House ? 

The SPEAKER replied, it was the rece 
of petitions from the States. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, to allow the gentleman from Massacha- 
setis to proceed, 

Mr. ADAMS expressed a wish to make some 
remarks on the resolutions before the House; and 
especially asa gentleman on the other side charged 
him with arresting the progress of the business 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that 
permission could only be granted by a suspension 
of the rules, and a vote of two thirds 

Mr. ADAMS would not ask for a suspension 
of the rules. He would rather forego his remarks 
than arrest the progress of petitions. 

The SPEAKER then announced the question 
to be on the motion to refer the resolutions to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ©. JOHNSON desired the subject to go 
over, as he wished to debate it. 

Mr. BELSER asked if it was in order to move | 
to lay the subject on the table. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was, 

Mr. BELSER moved to lay the subject on the | 
table, and ealled gor the yeas and nays on it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York, claimed the right 
to the floor. 
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N insisted that the subject | that he renounced forever this war which he said 


must go over, on notice of debate. 

Mr. ADAMS said the subject was up yester- 
day; and had already gone over till to-day; and 
he knew of no rule by which petitions and me- 
morials must go over every time a member gives 
notice of an intention to debate it. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
the subject must go over if debate arose on it, 

Mr. BARNARD did not understand the gen- 


tleman from Tennessee as being himself desirous | 
_ of debating the question. 
The SPEAKER said that if no gentleman was | 


desirous of debating it, the question would be 
taken, 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York, claimed the floor, | 
| and said he was desirous of debating the question. 


The SPEAKER said that he had informed the 


| House that if any gentleman was desircus of de- 
bating the question, it must go over. 


tleman from Tennessee insisted that the subject 
must go over; and at this stage the gentleman 
from Alabama moved to lay it on the table. 


Mr. HUDSON asked if it was in order to lay | 


the subject on the table, after several gentlemen 


| had yesterday expressed their views on it, while 
| there were others who wished to reply. 


The SPEAKER said it would be in order. 


Mr. CARROLL said he understood that a mo- | 
| tion had been made to allow the gentleman from | 
| Massachusetts to proceed. 
from New York should have the same indulgence; | 


The SPEAKER said that a motion was made 
to allow the gentleman to proceed; but that mo- 


tion requiring a suspension of the rules, and a | 
_vote of two thirds, the gentleman from Massa- | 


chusetts said that he did not desire the rules to 
be suspended. 


Br. CARROLL, seid be @id ‘not undeistand | 


that the motion to allow the gentleman to proceed 
had been withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER replied that the motion was 
made while the gentleman from Massachusetts 
was on the floor; and, without his permission, the 


| motion was not in order, The gentleman himself 


stating that he did not desire the rules to be sus- 
pended, the motion fell to the ground. 


Mr. CARROLL then moved that the gentle- | 


man from Massachusetts have leave to proceed. 
The SPEAKER said that the motion was not 


| in order, the motion to lay the subject on the ta- 
| ble having precedence. 


Mr. BELSER withdrew his motion to lay the 
subject on the table. 


Mr. HUDSON moved that Mr. Apams have 


leave to proceed. 


Mr. GIDDINGS called for the yeas and nays; 
which, being ordered, the question was taken; 


/and resulted—yeas 123, nays 46; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bafringer, Barnard, Beardsley, 
Belser, Benton, Bidlack, James Black, Jacob Brinkerhoff, 


Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. | 
Brown, Buffington, Burt, Caldwell, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, | 
| Reuben Chapinan, Chilton, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, 


Cross, Dana, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis. John W. 


Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, Dillingham, | 
| Douglas, Ellis, Fariee, Ficklin, Fish, Foot, Foster, French, | 


Frick, Giddings, Gilmer, Willis Green, Grider, Hale, Har- 


| din, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Hubbell, 


Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B, Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, 


Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Kennedy, Daniel P. |) 


King, Leonard, MeClelland, McClernand, McDowell, Mc- 


| Ilvaine, McKay, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, 


Morse, Moseley, Owen, Parmenter, Patterson, Pettit, Pey- 
ton, Phenix Elisha R. Potter, Rathbun; Rayner, Charles 
M. Reed, Kitter, Robinson, Rogers, Russell, 
Sample, Saunders, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thomas 


~ 


Hl. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simpson, Albert Smith, |, 


Robert Smith, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Stone, 
Taylor Thomasson. ‘Tibbatts, Tilden, Vance, Vanmeter, 
Vinton, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Wilkins, 
Winthrop, William Wright, and Joseph A. Wright—123. 
NAYS—Messrs. Edward J. Black, James A.Black, Black- 
well, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Burke, Augustus A. 


Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Cullom, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, | 


Duncan, Byram Green, Hamlin, Haralson, Hopkins, Hu- 
bard, Hughes, Jameson, Cave Johnson, George W. Jones, 


Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranehe, Lewis, Lucas, | 


Lumpkin, McCausien, Maclay, McConnell, Mathews, 


| Moore, Norris, Emery D. Potter, David 8. Keid, Reding, | 
Simons, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Steenrod, | 


Join Stewart, Stiles, and Woodward—46. 
Mr. ADAMS, after stating the indifference he 


felt with respect to the reference of the paper be- | 
fore the House, and his desire to be omitted from | 


any committee to which it might be referred, said 
that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] 
yesterday rose and called the attention of the 
Iouse to what he was about to say, and the at- 
tention of the reporters to it also; and then declared 


The gen- | 


St. John, | 


|| had been going on here for several years on th, 
| subject; and that he, for one, was sick of this 
| war. But then a gentleman from the highes, 
pitch of southern chivalry (Mr. Houmes) ros, 
and declared that, if the gentleman from Virgini. 
was disposed to cease this war, he was rfot; is 
that he would continue the war, rally all his forces, 
| an@ make battle. He (Mr. A.) regretted exceog: 
| ingly that this most martial, most belligerent fp. 
ure should have been adopted by either of thos» 
geatlemen. The gentleman from Virginia did say 
this was not the place for such battles; and why, 
he said was perfectly true. This is not the place 
for battles of any kind; this is the place for deli). 
eration—for the deliberation of friends and brot). 
ers, members of one great nation, all having one 
great and common interest, and all having at 
heart a passionate desire for the good of the 
whole country. Such, he hoped, would be the 
‘* battles,’’ or anything in the nature of mutual 
opposition, between the different parts of the 
country represented on this floor. He had al. 
ways so hoped, and he still so hoped, notwith. 
standing the martial attitudes assumed by the 
gentleman from South Carolina, and in part by 
|| the gentleman from Virginia himself, who, ai- 
though he had announced that he had relinquished 
the war—although he had said that he would no 
longer hold the post in this House, which he had 
| occupied for several years—said that he would 
|| take another position. 

The gentleman from Virginia had never acted 
with more wisdom in his life, than he had done 
| on this occasion of the abandonment of his posi- 
tion; for the position was not tenable, and the 
people of the nation will not support those who 
hold it, and to whom the gentleman from Vir. 
|, ginia had given the signal for its surrender, That 
|, position is not tenable, thank God Almighty; the 
|| position of a representative body, undertaking to 
|| dictate to their constituents, the sovereign people, 
| what they shall do, and turning out of doors 
| every petitioner who comes and asks them to do 
|| that which they do not think proper to grant, 
| But in saying this, | wish to remind my frievi 
from South Carolina, that I hope he will strip of 
his armor cap-@-pie; that he will throw aside his 
| epaulets; that he will take off his sword, though 
|| it may be as great a sword as that of Durandart, 
|| of the age of chivalry—though it may be a sword 
|| capable of performing greater miracles than that 
| of Orlando Amoroso or Orlando Furioso either, 

{laughter,] and agree with his friend from Vir- 
| ginia, that this is not the place for brandishing 

that sword. 
He then proceeded to say that. the gentleman 
_who spoke yesterday, after holding out the ter- 
rific and the most alarming threat to the norther 
portion of this Union, to which he had alluded, 
declared that they stood upon the Constitution 
of the United States, and, by implication, if not 
|| by direct motion, thatthe abolition petitions—for 
they referred not, they affirmed, to the subjeet 
before the House—the resolves of the Legislature 
of Massachusetts, but the abolition petitions 
| which had formed the subject of their-remarks— 
|| were a violation of the Constitution. Petitions 
‘a violation of the Constitution! That was wh! 
| it had come to; and the gentlemen, all of them, 
in the midst of a fury, a military fury, [laughter] 
—all declared that they were most deeply, from 
the bottom of their souls, attached to the Const: 
tution of this Union; and they seemed to intimal? 
that the Legislature of Massachusetts, which hed 
passed these resolves—though the gentlemen did 
not seem to refer to them, but particularly to Ab- 
| olitionists, who send petitions to this House- 
were not attached to the Union. He was 0% 
there to answer for the purposes or the views - 
any abolition society, or of any individual Abo! 
tionist. He was in one sense an Abolitionis 
himself—that sense in which Thomas Jefferso 
was an Abolitionist when, in the seventy-seven! 
year of his life, he deliberately committed to p* 
ser the opinion, and addressed it to all the slave 
etoad of this Union, that abolition was a thi 
which they must grant, and the sooner the better. 
Whoever would take up the works of Mr. Jeffer 
son would find the words he quoted. Mr. Jeffer 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


son said fate had destined that the people show? 
be free. Fate! He would change the word, a" 
| say the God of nature has destined that the pe 
|| ple shall be free; and he will make it free 


his 
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wn good time. He did not expect it to be in | 
his day. : 

In the same sense, then, in which Thomas Jef- 
ferson was an abolitionist, and an abolitionist all 
his life, he was an abolitionist; and he hoped the 
day would come when slavery would be a word 
without ameaning—when there would be no such 
thing as a slave on the face of the earth. He con- 
sidered it as the consummation of the Christian 
religion. Then would be the time when the lion 
should lie down with the lamb; then would be | 
the time when all the glorious prophecies of the 
Old Testament, which were renewed by Jesus 
Christ when on-his mission to this world, would 
be fulfilled; and when all the inhabitants of this 
globe would approach nearer and nearer to the 
nature of angels than they were at thistime. In 
that sense he was an abolitionist; but as a mem- 
ber of any abolition society of this country, at 
this time, he was not, nor ever had been, an abo- 
litionist. 

He believed, nevertheless, that those societies— 
the abolition societies and the anti-slavery soci- 
eties of this country, many of whom had passed 
severe condemnation upon him—were composed, 
the great mass of them, of men of as much virtue 
and as much intelligence, and as much rectitude 
of principle, and as much patriotism, warm and 
ardent patriotism, as any members on this floor; 
but as to the measures which they had pursued, 
and intended to pursue, in their object, he be- 
lieved them to be greatly mistaken. He believed | 
their tendency was to retard that blessed day 
which they all were striving to hasten. He de- 
pended upon none of them; he held communica- 
tion with very few of them; he held his opinions 
from God and his own judgment; he held his 
opinion from the Declaration of Independence, 
which he believed still hung up in this Hall, 
{turning towards the place where it was sus- 
pended,] however any portion of it might have 
been turned out of doors in practice. 

But in saying this, he wished to make no un- | 
meaning or significant professions of attachment 
either to the liberties of this country or to the 
union of this country. He wished the union of 
this country to last forever; and, as one of the 
means of the preservation of their liberty and 
their union forever, he wished for the abolition 
of slavery throughout this Union. He believed 
that to be indispensable; and he was of opinion 
it would turn out and be proved to be so; but he 
wished it to be done peaceably, quietly, by the 
will of those who held their fellow-men in bond- 
age, convinced (as he believed they would be in 
the lapse of time) that it was for their own in- 
terest as much as for the happiness of those who 
would then be disenthralled. He wished to make 
no interference with the institutions of the South; 
he wished to have nothing to do with them; and 
that was the prayer of the petition, the reception 
of which had been laid on the table; and that | 
would be the prayer of many that would be pre- 
sented, like those which had been referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. The petitions even from 
the Abolitionists of the North prayed that they 
might have nothing to do with the institution of 
slavery in the southern States. What they have 
demanded is, that the Congress of the United 
States should liberate them from all connection 
whatever with it. They ask to be released from 
the burden of carrying such laws intoeffect, which | 


they find to be too onerousdponthem. He wished || 


it to be understood, therefore, that he disclaimed 
all purpose, or intention, or desire, to interfere 
with the institutions of the South; and that he 
entertained as strong and ardent a desire for the 
continuance of this Union as any member of that 
House, or as any individual in this community; 
he believed such was the fecling of the great mass 
of the people whom he had the honor to repre- 
sent; and he believed it was the desire of the 
egislature of Massachusetts, which passed those | 
resolutions, The time had been, when, for pre- 
Senting a petition asking Congress peaceably to | 
take measures for dissolving this Union, he was 
tought before Congress as a criminal, as a cul- | 
prt, and as guilty of constructive treason, and | 


of perjury, or of subornation of perjury. Was || 


that an assault upon the institutions of the South ? 
' was a simple petition, to which’ those individ 
uals who signed it had been induced to attach | 
their names by the obstinate perseverance of that 
use ia refusing to receive their previous peti- 


| tions. He could tell the members from the South, 
| if they did not know it, that the obstinate refusal! 

to receive constitutional petitions was one of the 
| causes which had-weakened the attachment for 
the Union in the North and Northwest portion 
of it. 

The abandonment of the rule he considered 
one of the most fortunate things for the Union 
that had ever taken place. It had taken away 
from a portion of the people the right to say to 
another portion, You are enslaved; your peti- 
tions are rejected; you are turned out of doors 
when you go to Congress to ask for a redress 
of your grievances; what is this Union to you 
under such circumstances? These were the argu- 
ments used both in the North and Northwest; 
and he would take no further proof than was pre- 
sented by the vote given on the second day of the 
session on the question of retaining those rules. 
There was, it was true, a portion of the Repre- 
sentatives from the free people there who adhered 
to those rules pertinaciously. The gentleman 

from Ohio [Mr. Wetver] yesterday made an ex- 
' ceedingly animated speech in favor of them; and 

that gentleman said he represented the opinions 

of the people of his district; but would he say 

that he represented the opinions of the people of 

Ohie? No, he could not; for on the second day 
| of the session, when he made a mation to strike 
out the obnoxious rule, thirteen members from 
| Ohio, outof eighteen, fresh from the people, voted 
with him to rescind thatrule. Did the gentleman 
{Mr. Wetter] say those thirteen did not repre- 
sent the opinions of their constituents as faith- 
fully and as truly as that gentleman represented 
the opinions of his constituents? And how was 
it with the State of New York? Why, twenty- 
seven out of thirty-two voted to rescind that rule. 
| Their votes were on record; they were in black 
and white; and they were the votes of Represent- 
|atives who were fresh from the people. Yes, 
twenty-seven out of thirty-two. 

A Voice. ‘Thirty-four. 


|| Mr. ADAMS. New York has thirty-four Rep- 


| resentatives, but there were only thirty-two that 
voted on that question. Well, how was it with 
Pennsylvania, whose motto in other days was 
** virtue, liberty, and independence??? Why, 
twelve out of twenty voted with him, though he 
confessed the ‘* peace-maker’’ (Mr. C. J. Incrr- 
SOLL] was not one of them. [Laughter.] ‘There 
were twelve out of twenty from Pennsylvania, 
thirteen out of eighteen from Ohio, and twenty- 
seven out of thirty-two from New York. The 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Wetter] must not 
say, then —though he is an eloquent man, and 
makes stump speeches by which he convinces his 
constituents—that, therefore, the people of the 
North and the Northwest are in favor of that rule. 
| No; it was no such thing. The people of the North 
and the Northwest—he spoke for the people of 
New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, whose opin- 
ions he had a recent opportunity personally to as- 
certain—were,as might be seen by the proportions 
in which their Representatives had voted, against 
thatrule. He knewit; he had been told it by them- 
selves,and ina manner which spoke for the reality 
of their opinions. With one voice, on his recent 
visit amongst them, they treated himas if he were 
| achild returned to his father’s family; and all unan- 
| imously gave, as their reason, that he had been 
the champion of the right of petition. He stood 
upon that ground; he had stood upon that ground 


|| in this world, and he would stand on that ground 


after his death, before his God for mercy. 

But the gentleman had intimated that it was 
unconstitational. He would ask his friend from 
South Carolina [Mr. Homes] whether he recol- 
lected the decision of Judge William Johnson, in 

| the case of a native of Rhode Island, a citizen of 
that State, who was imprisoned, bound, and he 
knew not but scourged also, in the State of South 
Carolina, for having a dark complexion ? 

Mr. HOLMES said he remembered the case; 
and he remembered that, after the judge had pro- 
| nounced his decision, the case was carried up 
again, and the then Attorney General, Mr. Ber- 
rien, who is now in the Senate, gave an opinion 
upon the validity of the course taken by the judge, 
and sustaining the constitutionality of that law; 
and that opinron was confirmed by the sanction 
of the Government; and the law for imprisoning 
persons of color who come into the State of South 


| Carolina was declared to be valid, and, by the |! 
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blessing of God, it was still in existence, and 
ready to be enforced against those who entered 
that State Lo execute their incendiary purposes. 
Mr. ADAMS. And so, sir, itappears that, after 
the decision of the judge of the Supreme Court of 


| the United States, himself a native of South Car- 


olina, this law, within the State of South Caro- 
lina, was so unconstitutional that it would not 
bear an argument; six or seven years afterwards 
the Attorney General gives an opinion that it is 
constitutional. Is the opinion of the Attorney 
General of the United States the law of the land? 


| | have always understood that in other cases, the 


opinion of the judge of the Supreme Court, and 
the opinion of the judge of the circuit court, if 
unappealed from, was the law of the land; and | 


| believe myself, as conscientiously as 1 believe 


|| that the sun will rise to-morrow morning 


that 


=? 


| that decision of William Johnson is, to this day, 


jury, or subornation of perjury. 


the law of the land; and that the law of South 
Carolina was so unconstitutional thatit would not 
even bear an argument. 

But, as my friend trom South Carolina recol- 
lects this case, | willinquire whether he recollects 
another, where the judge of the State of South 
Carolina, pronouncing a decision upon a point 
connected with it, declared that, even if the law 
of South Carolina should produce a dissolution 
of the Union, it ought nevertheless to be adhered 
to. 

Mr. HOLMES said he perfectly well remem- 
bered having said—and he had never yet seen any 
reason for changing that opinion—that in case the 
law of South Carolina were to be repealed, and 
an influx of that class of persons were to be per- 
mitted, he thought then, and still thought, with all 
the solemnity expressed by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, that the quicker the Unton was 
dissolved peaceably, and southern mghts and 
southern interests and southern property were 
maintained, the better. He remembered i well, 
and had had no reason to repent the declaration, 

Mr. ADAMS. lam satisfied, sir. The gen- 
tleman admits that he did put in issue the exist- 
ence of the Union. Now, I will not ask the gentle- 
man how he voted upon acertain petition for the 
dissolution of the Union? What, then, is the 
Union worth in the event of the existence of such 
alaw? After the issue made by the gentleman 
between the existence of the Union and the law 
of South Carolina, | do not see how the gentle- 
man could vote upon the .petition for a dissolu- 
tion of the Union upon the same ground, at the 
very time when Lam charged with treason, per- 
But I do not 
hold it to be: material. 

Sir, another effort has been made since that 
time —not by the decision of the judge of the Su- 
preme Court, but by negotiations with a foreign 
Power—to save from that species of oppression 
the colored mariners in our merchant service— 
the cooks and stewards of our merchant vessels. 
And this enormous danger, against which is to 
be put the existence of the Union itself—that 
danger which is so terrible inthe eyes of the mil- 
‘itary gentleman from South Carolina—what is it? 
Why, that the State of South Carolina cannot 
maintain her power over her slaves, because, 
now and then, cooks and stewards of merchant 
vessels come and remain within her territory a 
few days together. No; they must nab those 
unfortunate colored seamen, the subjects of my 
State. ‘They must also negotiate with a foreign 
Power upon the subject , 

Sir, the people of the State of South Carolina, 
as well as of the Union, have had to deal witha 
foreign Power; and long after the time of which 
I speak, another remonstrance was made by the 
British Consul in South Carolina, and an exertion 
was made to obtain the repeal of that law; and in 
the course of the correspondence there was some- 
thing like a threat—which we are so unwilling to 
hear from a foreign Power—something like a 
threat that it might produce a quarrel. 

Sir, another gentleman of South Carolina—a 
gentleman of high distinction—for whose mem- 
ory I beg to express my regard—the late Attorney 


' General of the United States, in a letter which he 
| wrote to the British consul, said: ** Sir, we have 


made every exertion to repeal the law; and though 
I should regret if war should be the consequence, 
| am sorry to sey that the endeavor is altogether 
unavailing.’’ This was the declaration of a gen- 
tleman holding a high official stauign in South 
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Carolina. Whether the law was constitutional | 
or not, the judge pronounced it so unconstitutional | 


that it would not bear an argument. The State 
of South Carolina has deciared, by the gentleman 
now before me, and the Attorney General of the 
United States has stated, that if a dissolution of 
the Union on one hand, and the violation of a 
treaty and war with Great Britain on the other, 
should be the consequence, the State would sooner 
undergo the dissolution or the war, than give up 
this unconstitutional act. I hope, sir, that the 
circumstances which | have now stated to the 
House will go forth to the whole country. I hope | 
that this debate will be reported, so that every 
man, woman, and child that can read, thoughout 
this whole Union, will read it. 

I have related these facts, which are attempted | 
to be explained by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, as far as related to himself; and any- 
body who will take the trouble to look into the 
documents, will find the other parts of the story 
are fully verified; and the gentleman admits that 
part relating to himself to be true. Now, Ido 
not wish to enter into the question with the gen- 
tleman as to whether the opinion of the judge of 
the Supreme Court, delivered from the bench, or 
the opinions of a ministerial officer, six or seven 
years afterwards, are to be tests and standards of | 
constitutional law. I say that the people of Mas- 
sachusetts, and the people of all other States in | 
this Union, have a right to consider the opinion 
of the judge as the true and correct view of the 
constitutional question. The gentleman from | 
South Carolina says that he is satisfied, because 
his opinion is supported by the Attorney General; 
that is enough for him. Then it comes to this: 
one man considers a thing constitutional, and an- 
other considers it unconstitutional, and it ulti- 
mately comes to what General Jackson once said 
—the thing is constitutional as he understands it. | 
It is constitutional as it is understood by the gen- | 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Frencn,] also. He 
entertained the House with a few constitutional | 
opinions as he understands it. [A laugh.] Sir, | 
I have constitutional opinions, too, and so has 
the Legislature of Massachusetts; and, sir, the | 
gentleman from Kentucky (if I understood him 
yesterday) set his face against it as unconstitu- | 
tional. 

Mr. FRENCH said he would explain. Since 
this subject has been up, he had stated what he 
concurred in as being the fact, though he had 
never said a word about the relations between the 
State of Massachusetts and slavery. What he | 
had said was exclusively based upon what were | 
termed abolition petitions. He entertained the | 
view, that to grant the prayer of those petitions | 
on the part of Congress, would be unconstitution- | 
al; and that therefore they ought not to be re- | 
ceived. 

Mr. ADAMS said he was happy to hear the | 
gentleman’s explanation, although he did not al- | 
lude, in anything he had said, to the resolutions | 
of the Legislature of Massachusetts now before | 
the House, but had referred to abolition petitions | 
asking the same thing. Ifa thing was unconsti- 
tutional in the mouth of petitioners coming to that 
House, he thought the gentleman must certainly 
conclude that it would be equally objectionable as 
coming from a State Legislature; because, if un- 
constitutional, no matter who makes the proposi- 
tion, the unconstitutionality is the same. 

Mr. FRENCH said the gentleman from Mas- | 
sachusetts was in hisseat this morning, when the 
House did him the kindness to permit him to ex- 

lain; and if the gentleman had listened, he would 
hove known that his principal purpose in rising 
was not to discuss the constitutionality of aboli- 
tion petitions in themselves, but as to the power 
of Congress to receive those petitions; it being 
unconstitutional for Congress to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ADAMS. The explanation of the gentle- 
man leaves his position still what Judge Chase 
once called a non sequitur. It does not follow that 
this House is at liberty to refuse to receive peti- 
tions, because Congress has not the power to abol- 
ish slavery. Suppose, as is the case witha great 
many petitions, that the prayer is to amend the 
Constitution of the United States; that is the ob- 
ject of the resolution of the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts--an amendment of the Constitution. 
Now in cases of this kind, the Constitution of the | 
United States itself provides that Congress shall | 


mE So 


always have the power to propose amendments 
to that instrument. 


| tion. Everybody has the right. 


| further, that if any one class of petitioners, from 


than another, it is petitioners for an amendment 
to the Constitution. Why, sir, what would be- 
come of this House if every member was pre- 
cluded and excluded from offering resolutions for 
the amendment of the Constitution? And I do 
not see but that the conclusion necessarily fol- 
lows; for, if the gentleman’s argument is true, that 
the House has the right to refuse to receive peti- 
tions which ask an amendment to the Constitu- 


| same object. 





determine what Congress might or might not do 
in regard to amendments of the Constitution. 
Mr. ADAMS said he now understood the gen- 


tleman fully and firmly to disclaim what he un- | 


derstood him to say yesterday. And he was glad 
that he had made the avowal, for he hoped he 


would not v@te in future upon the question of re- | 
ceiving any petition to amend the Constitution, | 


on the ground of violating it. 


. . 

Sir, | have already trespasséd upon the indul- | 
gence of the House, and therefore will say no | 
more than merely to repeat the declaration which | 


I was most especially and particularly anxious to 
have an opportunity of making; and that is that, 
though | am not in the habit of making broad and 


my opinion, the whole purpose of my life has 
of the days which I have to pass in life, (which 
must be few,) I intend, if God gives me the power 


and the faculty, tosupport and maintain the Con- 


stitution, | do not mean to pledge myself that I 





amending it. 


tion. 


Mr. HOLMES said that he did not intend to } 


make a speech, but merely wished to reply to the 


allusion made by the gentleman to Orlando’s | 


sword. 
The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 


it was not in order for him to make any remarks | 


without leave of the House. 
Mr. HOLMES said he would not detain the 


House one moment; he had only one word to say. | 
Mr. REDING objected to the gentleman say- || 


ing a word without a suspension of the rules. 


the rules on his account. 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts that even 
Orlando’s sword was not able 


any remark without leave of the House. 


proceed, 

The SPEAKER put the question on this mo- 
tion, when 

Mr. HOLMES said he did not desiré a suspen- 
sion of the rules; and 

Mr. HUDSON withdrew the motion. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL said he would remind the 
| House that his colleague only wished to reply to 
| an allusion that was personal, and renewed the 
| motion for a suspension of the rules; but, at Mr. 
Ho.tmes’s request, withdrew it. 
| Mr. GIDDINGS threw himself on the indul- 
gence of the House, and asked permission to 
make a few remarks explanatory of his views on 
the subject. 

[Cries of ** No!”? “ No!’’ 

Mr. SAMPLE moved for a suspension of the 
rules to allow the gentleman from Ohio to ad- 
| dress the House. 

Mr. HAMLIN demanded the yeas and nays | 
on that question; which, being ordered, were | 
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It is not, therefore, uncon- | 
| stitutional for any petitioners to apply to Con- 

| gress, and more especially if it is put in the form | 
| of a prayer for an amendment to the Constitu- | 
It is the priv- | 
| lege of the people of this country; and I will say | 


| any portion of the Union, deserves more respect | 


tion, it has also the right to refuse to allow mem- | 
bers of the House to offer resolutions having the | 


| Mr. FRENCH said he would notundertake to | 


unqualified professions of devotion to the Consti- | 
tution, yet that I am so far devoted to it that, in | 


been to support it; and that, during the remainder | 


stitution. But, by saying I will support the Con- | 


will not bring forward resolutions of my own, nor | 
do I pledge myself not to bring resolves of the | 
Legislature of Massachusetts, for the purpose of | 
[ conceive it to be a right which | 
we cannot resign; and among the powers of this | 
House, I do not recognize the power to refuse | 
resolutions for the amendment of the Constitu- | 


Mr. HOLMES did not wish a suspension of | 
He only wished to say | 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot make | 


Mr. HUDSON moved a suspension of the rules | 
to allow the gentleman from South Carolina to || 
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taken, and resulted—yeas 78, nays 84; as f%), 


lows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Beardsley, Belser, Bid. 


lack, James Black, Butfington, Burt, Carroll, Catlin, Chin, 
man, Collamer, Cranston, Cross, Garrett Davis, Richard D. 
Davis, Deberry, Dickey, iuis, Fish, Florence, Foot, Frick, 
Gilmer, Wilits Green, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Henley’ 
Holmes, Hubbell, Hudson, Washington Hunt, James i 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Andrew Johnson 
Perley B. Johnson, Kennedy, Daniel P. King, MeClellan4’ 
McClernand, McDowell, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward i) 
Morris, Joseph Morris, Morse, Owen, Parmenter, Patter. 
son, Petit, Phenix, Elisha KR. Potter, Charles M. Reed, 
Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Severance, David L. Seymour 
Stephens, Stetson, Thomasson, Tilden, Vance, Vanmeter 
Vinton, Weller, Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilkins, \Wi, 
throp, Wise, and Joseph A. Wright—78. it 
NAYS—Messrs. Benton, James A. Black, Blackwey 
Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodiea; 
Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Caldwell, Campbeli; 
Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chilton, Clintoy, 
Cobb, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, John W. Davis, Diilinghay’ 
Douglas, Duncan, Farlee, Ficklin, French, Byram Gree; 
Grider, Hale, Hamlin, Haralson, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins 
Houston, Hubard, Hughes, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jamesoy’ 
| Cave Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston King, Kirkpay. 
rick, Labranche, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, MeCausiey 
Maclay, McConnell, McKay, Mathews. Moore, Murphy, 
Norris, Peyton, Emery D. Potter, Purdy, Rathbun, David s 
Reid, Reding, Ritter, Robinson, Russell, St. Jon, Saunders, 
Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Slidell, Thowas 
Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, John Stewart, Stiles 
Strong, Taylor, ‘Thompson, Tibbatts, Wentworth, Wood. 
ward, and William Wright—4. 


So the rules were not suspended. 
Mr. BELSER, believing that the resolutions of 


the Legislature of Massachusetts contained a gol}. 
citation on the part of that Commonwealth to dis. 
solve the Union, moved to lay them on the table, 
On that question he called for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were accordingly ordered; 
and, on taking the question, resulted—yeas 64, 
nays 104; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Belser, Edward J. Black, James A, 
Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Aaron V. Browy, 
Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Bart, Caldwell, 
teuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Cobb, Cullom, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Deberyy, 
Dellet, Dickinson, Ficklin, French, Hale, Haralson, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, Charles J. (ngersoll, 
Jameson, George W. Jones, Kennedy, Labranche, Lu. 
cas, Lumpkin, McClernand. McConnell, McKay, Mathews, 
Moore, Norris, Peyton, David S. Reid, Reding, Bheu, st, 
John, Saunders, Senter, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, 
Robert Sinith, Steenrod, Stiles, Taylor, Thompson, Tib- 
batts, Weller, and Woodward—64. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Barringer, Barnard, Beardsley, 
Benton, Bidlack, Bossier, Brodhead, Buffington, Carroll, 
Catlin, Clinton, Chilton, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, 
Cross, Dana, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, 
Douglas. Dunean, Farlee. Fish, Florence, Foot, Foster, 
Frick, Giddings, Gilmer, Willis Green, Byram Green, Gr- 
der, Hamlin, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hubbell, Hud- 
son, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Jo- 
seph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Cave Jobnson, Perley B. 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Preston King, Daniel P. King, 
Kirkpatrick, Leonard, MeCauslen, Maclay, McClelland, 
McDowell, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward 3. Morris, Joseph 
Morris, Morse, Moseley, Owen, Parmenter, Patterson, Pet- 
tit, Phenix, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, 
Rathbun, Charles M. Reed, Ritter, Robinson, Rogers, San- 
ple, Schenck, Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. 
Seymour, Simons, Albert Smith, Stephens, Stetson, An- 
drew Stewart, John Stewart, Thomasson, Tilden, Vance, 
Vanmeter, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Wil- 
liams, Wilkins, Winthrop, Wise,and William Wright—1l04. 

After a few words from several gentlemen, the 
paper was referred to a select committee of nine. 
Mr. ADAMS next presented the petition of 
| Mrs. Anne Royal, the widow of a revolutionary 
officer, for a pension; which was referred to the 

| Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. __ 

Mr. A. then presented many other petitions; 
which were referred to appropriate committees 
without observation;'and having expressed his 
obligations to the House for their long attention 
to him, he resumed his seat. 

Various other petitions were presented by— 

Messrs. HUDSON, WINTHROP, KING, 
and PARMENTER, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. CRANSTON, of Rhode Island. 

Messrs. CATLIN, SEYMOUR, STEWART, 
, and SIMONS, of Connecticut. : 

Messrs. DILLINGHAM and FOOT, of Ver 
| mont. N 
Messrs. KING, LEONARD, ANDERSON, 
T ’ r 7 QT" 
| HUNT, FISH, HUNGERFORD, MOSELEY, 
; and DANA, of New York. ae ce 
| Mr. CARROLL presented a petition praying 
for a reduction of postage; and remarked that! 
| costs one cent more to send a letter than it does 
‘to send a barrel of flour from Geneva, in the State 
tof New York to Albany. 
Petitions were presented by— 
Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. 
Mr. KIRKPATRICK, of New Jersey. 
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fol. Mr. WISE presented a memorial. | ent, because it would probably give rise to de- || By Mr. JAMESON: A memorial of the Legistature of 
Pe titions were presented by— bate. Missouri against xuenins the second earn OF dra- 
Bid. Messrs. SAUNDERS and CAMPBELL, of Leave was granted. eee ae was referred to the Commitice on Military 
an North Carolina. , . M r. WILKINS asked leave to offer a resolu- | Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Missouri respect- 
"rick, Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. | tion; which was objected to. || ing school lands; which was referred to the Committee on 
miley, Mr. THOMASSON, of Kentucky. | Messrs. HOPKINS and CHILTON severally || phy -sadhpeagees tee Cle F titaieit vdeaaii 
ie Mr. FRENCH presented the petition of John || asked leave to withdraw certain papers; which | boundary line betwees’ that Sate end lowe Tertsaer 
land’ Ficklin, praying for a pension; and moved its | was granted. 2 || which was referred to the Committee on Territories. ° 
rd J, reference to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. || Mr. C. JOHNSON moved a reference of the || Also, a petition of A. B. Sheppard and others, for the ex- 
ater. It was so referred. ¥ || memorial of the Mayor and Aldermen of Mem- || Stpsion of 9 mail as ws r oe a 
nen Mr. CULLOM presented the petition of O. || phis, together with an article accompanying the | Old Mills: which was rotusea oh etn Meliabhes en tee 
neter, H. Dibble; which was referred to the Committee || same, entitled ‘* Maritime interests of the South || Post Office and Post Roads. 
Win. of Claims. /and West,”’ to the Committee on Naval Affairs, || eee = enone by Boke). Sones ant aan, 
‘well Petitions rare presenter R JOHNSON d {| and that they be printed; which was ordered ac- 1] Louie. for the State of Miseneri. we ‘bevecdiee hetd at 
head, Messrs. BLé ’ ~ aN, and || cordingly. ie ‘ || Jefferson City, the seat of government of that State ; which 
pel SENTER, of Tennessee. Mr. TIBBATTS gave notice that he would, || was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
inton, Mr. HARPER, of Ohio. | to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to || | By Mr. FICKLIN: The petition of Enoch Perkins, of 
ham, Mr. BARNARD presented the petition of Sa- || introduce a bill to abolish imprisonment for debt |) las che siodes of germs go penn anne 
okine rah Scoville; which — referred to the Commit- 1] in the District of Columbia. ay the establishment of a mail route from Onerlesten, in Clark 
NeSOn, twee on Revolutionary Pensions. | On motion of Mr. HARPER, the petition and || county, via Salsbury, to Martinsville, same county, Illinois 
rkpat. Petitions were also presented by— | papers of Solomon Sturgis, of Muskingum coun- || Which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
a Messrs. MOORE, DUNCAN, McCAUSLEN, || ys Ohio, for relief, were taken from the files of || Jen -— The petition of Farley D. Thomp- 
wae VANCE, and McDOWELL, of Ohio. || the House, and referred to the Committee on || son and others, of Franklin county, Alabama, praying that 
inders, Messrs. BOSSIER and LABRANCHE, of |) Private Land Claims. || the said Thompson be released from the payment to the 
howas Louisiana. os Mr. HOPKINS asked and obtained leave to | Peso! Government of acon of money Weaesin named. 
Vout Mr. HARPER presented the*petition of J. W. || withdraw from the files of the House the memo- || 44, eabee tes he eaten eelieinelt Sree sat epee 
Seymourand one hundred and twenty-four others, || rials of Joseph Ramsey, of Wythe county, and |) ai of which were referred to the Covemittee on the Post 
citizens of Licking county, Ohio, praying for re- \| Mary Ann Linton, of Grayson county; which, || Office and Post Roads. " , 
duction of the present rates of postage; which || upon his motion, were referred to the appropri- || , By Mr. CLINTON: The petition of Sarah Hildredth, 
ons of ae referred to the Committee on the Post Office || ye ieee. i heretofore presented December 20, 1838; which was re- 
; was refert |} ate committees, ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
A SOil- and Post Roads. || Mr. THOMPSON asked leave to introduce a || Also, the petition of Elizabeth Gardner, Emma Hartford, 
0 dis. Mr. STEENROD presented two petitions from || bill, notice of which had been previously given; || Elizabeth Eimon, Elizabeth Peck, MaryMeCleanning, Sally 
table. Ohio county, Virginia, praying for an appropria- || but objections being made, it was not offered. | oie a Laos Root, and — Black, re . revolu- 
nays, tion for the erection of a bridge across the Ohio ! On motion of Mr. FICKLIN, leave was given | aan ee ee tee te 
lered; river at Wheeling. '| to withdraw the petition of Adam Mitchell, of || Also, the petition of Catharine Johnson, widow of Wil- 
ns G4, Messrs. OWEN, BROWN, PETTIT, and || Coles county, Illinois, from the files of the last || liam Johnson, for a pension in consideration of the services 
SAMPLE, of Indiana. | Congress, and refer it to the Committee on Rev- || Of ber said husband; which was referred to the Committee 
‘ yaa nae ar eee Suk | > ; on Revolutionary Pensions. 
nes A, Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. || olutionary Claims. 2 
ae Messrs. HOGE, H ARDIN,WENTWORTH, | On motion of Mr. JAMESON, the several me- Kies Gen ern = 5 
‘allow, SMITH, and FICKLIN, of Illinois. i| morials on the files of the last session on the sub- IN SENATE. 
eberry, Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama. 


ject of the northern boundary of Missouri were 


lolines, referred to the Committee on Territories. 


gersoll, 


Tuespay, December 26, 1843. 


Messrs. JAMESON and BOWLIN, of Mis- 


sourl, 














Mr. BIDLACK asked leave to withdraw the 
Petition heretofore ~resented by him for the es- 
tablishment of a national foun ery, for the pur- 
pose of reference to a different committee. He 
would not, however, move its reference at pres- 


The petition of John Everiey, of Gilew county, Tennes- | 


others, asking indemnity for French spoliations 
see, praying a pension for his revolutionary services ; 


prior to 1800; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. FOSTER presented a petition from Joel 
M. Smith, agent for paying pensions for the mid- 


‘The petition of Alethea Allen, of Lawrence county, Ten- | 
nessee, widow of Daniel Allen, praying a pension for the | 

| revolutionary services of her husband; all of which were || 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. ' 


2 le The SPEAKER presented several reports from The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
uthews, Mr, CROSS, of Arkansas. the executive departments; which were laid on || Senate resolutions adopted by the Common Coun- 
ett, St Petitions from Florida being called for, | the table, and ordered to be printed. || cil of Alexandria, in favor of the recharter of the ; 
ee. Mr. LEVY said he would not take up the time ||| The joint resolution from the Senate, for the || banks in that town; which was referred to the 
_ of the House by presenting the petitions he had || appointment of a Joint Committee on Enrolled || Committee on the District of Columbia, and or- 
irdsley, on hand, but would have them entered under the || Bills, was taken up and concurred in. || dered to be printed. 
Carroll, rules. He, however, desired to occupy the time || Mr. BARNARD moved that when the House |, Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial 
, . : : j ° . . i} eos ‘ . 7 ; 
aan allowed him instead, by offering some resolutions. || adjourns, it adjourn over to Tuesday next. from sundry citizens of Wisconsin Territory, 
Foster, Objections being made by several, (| Mr.C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays || praying for a grant of land for the purpose of im- 
en, Gri- Mr. LEVY moved to suspend the rules, to allow || on the question; but the call was not sustained by } proving the navigation of Fox river; which was 
one him to offer his resolutions; and handed up the || the House, — i referred to the Committee on E ublic Lands, 
ae following, which were read for information: || The question was then put on Mr. Barnarp’s || } - a Mr. vying nn mena 
; r . 1} i oC] i ive— | dered that all the papers on the files of the Sen- 
. King, Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | pas and decided in the affirmative—ayes 76, | te the same Bi tf oct, be taken therefrom d 
letland, quested to inform this House under whatarrangements the || Noes 27. : 1] S86, OR She } SUDJECT, HE Hhereirom, an 
Laem 9 Indians at present in Florida remain there; whether any, ||’ The House then adjourned over to Tuesday || referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
wok and what, steps are in progress for their removal under the || next, . | Also, a memorial from the same Territory, 
i, om treaty of Payne’s Landing; whether any trading-houses | | praying the aid of Congress in opening and mak- 
4. have been established, or are contemplated to be estab- | ¥ : i ale ee oe ‘a eranll ad. feoms Savchorrdah.to the | 
avid L. lished, for their use ; whether any compensation is paid to The following notices of petitions presented to-day were || ing a public road from Saychorrdah to the south- 
on, An- any one as Indian agent, or commissioner, in Florida ; || 2@nded to the reporters by the members presenting oo || ern extreme of Winnebago lake. 
| — Wiether any annuity or presents have been allowed to any || BY Mr. Kl NG, of New a ; 2 peterear Srdus inne voor | Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial 
e, Wil- of the Indians now in Florida ; and what part of the public || Of St- Lawrence county, New York, praying a regulation || f | “ied , Iadis ravine f } 
ht—l4. ; ee : -., |, andreduction of the rates of postage. | from sundry citizens of Indiana, praying for the 
| domain in Floriida has been surrendered to the exclusive || . ; pow . ; | y ei : he State of Ind 
en. the occupation of said Indians, the area and boundaries there- || Mr. K. moved to refer the petition to the Committee on || passage of any act granting to t re tate of Indi- 
€ nine of, and whether said Occupation is unconditional, or for a | ~~ a a and a ange Sankiee olemae cet | ana certain unsold lands in the Seneca land dis- 
. definite period and upon stipulated terms. into the expedieney vf abolishing the franking privilege ; of |) | |: cae es . : a 
tion of Resolied. That the Soostart ot ‘ata cause to be col- || regulating the rates ot postage in accordance with the coins | titty fot the Cores of ie grees pores oF - 
ionary leeted and iurnished to this House all the information which || f the United States, and the committee investigate and |/ ternal Improvement connecting the lakes with the 
eal cy be procured by his Department respecting the cultiva- || estimate the lowest rates of postage that will leave the Post || Ohio river; which was referred to the Committee 
ton and diseases of the orange, and such other tropical || Office ncaa a able 4 ce cot from its own reve- || on Public Lands. 
fruits as are adapted to the climate-and soil of the penin- || "¥WEs and report thereon to this House. ; ; titi . ; i ci 
titions; sula of Florida. F P The resolution giving rise to debate, goes over till to-mnor- A i a penrtn om earn aes of <onnee 
mittees Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land || 'OW- 4 he : z oe i. || cut, the widow of benjamin Coit, praying tora 
ad Bie Office be required to report to this House what cancel- || _ By Mr. BROWN, of Indiana: The petition of Solomon || pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
S a i lations of perinits, issued under the act for the occupation || ae tee ee an ede as | Pensions. 
en of the Florida peninsula, have been ordered by him; the 1as made in the mode of traveling on turnpike ane ner | Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial 
dates and other particulars of said permits, and the grounds || T@ds. Also, an improvement in the mode of navigating || ‘ NI 
by— upon which they were canceled. 4 || canals, by which the conveyance of the United States mails || from a number of citizens of New Buffalo, on 
KING, Resolved further, That the said Commissioner be re- || ™4Y be a aren tia tial Dele: |i Lake Michigan, praying for an appropriation for 
: quired to report to this House what reservations of public | ont Sede keen ene Caen in the |, the. improvement of the harbor of that place; 
the Is i, Florida have been made, and the dates at which | rates of said e Y re || which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
* laud officers of the appropriate districts were officially || tes Of postage. “A ai 
7 ART, informed of said reservations. ‘| Also, the petition of citizens of Delaware county, Penn- || merce. 7 
Resolved, That the Military Committee be instructed to | aes praying an appropriation for a dry-dock at Phila- || Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a memorial from 
. ‘nguire what further legislation is necessary to enable |; deipnia. ; i i e g i 
of Ver: cchentine baie ee ssary to enable the || °'p. Mr. PARMENTER: The petition of Marcy Colburn, || Edward Kennard, in which he alleges that, in 
= g officers to apply the appropriations made on the | ; ith || June, 1842, a fine of $100 was imposed on himb 
“4d day of August, 1842, for arrearages due for supplies | for military services of her husband during the last war with | Py 104K, e Pd 
RSON, {urnished to militia in the service of the United States. || Great Britain. _ vo , || the collector of the port of New Orleans, for omit- 
BLEY Th ; || Also, the petition of Elbridge G. Woodman, for the pur- || ting to have his name indorsed on the ship’s regis- 
' ; € question was then put on Mr. Levy’s mo- || chase, by the Government, of his invention of a new mode ‘| ter: that the omission was without design, and 
tlon to suspend the rules upon which the vote || of constructing forts, principally of iron. Md , = I: d f tients ¢ 
wraying Was—ayes 67 35 , Also, the p2tition of Israel D. Goodridge and others, for || entirely accidental; and prays for a restitution o 
that it No y » OCS vo. a fishing bounty. e the same; which was referred to the Committee 
Sass M vere voting, || By Mr. A. V. BROWN: The petition of Samuel Wat- || on Commerce. 
i ar. withdrew his motion. son, of Giles county, Tennessee, a soldier of the Revolu- || os 
he State tion, praying a pension for his services ; Also, a petition from Edward C. Bourne and 
i } 
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a law allowing compensation to him for that ser- 
vice; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions 

Mr. SEMPLE presented a petition from John 
Dawson, a pension agent for the State of Ilinois, 
containing alike prayer; which received the same 


«reference. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Brookfield, Madison county, 
New York, in support of the application of John 
Keith, a revoluuonary soldier, for a pension; 
which, together with the papers on file on the 
same subject, was ordered to be referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a memorial from sundry masters and 
owners of vessels of Albany county, New York, 
praying Congress to pass some law in reference 
to hospital moneys paid by seamen of this coun- 
try, 80 as Lo give greater security to that fund, 
and prevent its diversion from the humane object 
contemplated by the law authorizing its collec- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a memorial from the 


representing thatin consequence of certain wrecks 
of vessels which were sunk during the revolu- 
tionary warinthatharbor, sand-bars have formed, 
and greatly obstruct the navigation thereof; and 
praying Congress to make an appropriation for 
the removal of the obstruction; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial from the Port Society of Sa- 
vannah and Board of Aldermen, praying that the 
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NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. SEMPLE gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill to cede a 
portion of the public lands to the State of [llinois, 
for the purpose of aiding in the construction of 
the Illinois and Michigan canal. 

Mr. ATCHISON gave notice that he would, 


/on to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to 


_ establish a government in the territory of Oregon. 


Mr. BREESE gave notice that he would ask 
leave to introduce several bills, the subject-matter 
of which was not heard in the reporters’ gallery, 
except one for the improvement of the navigation 
of the upper Mississippi. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies on the table one day, under 


| the rule: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be communicated to the Senate at as 


| early a period as practicable, a statement of the expendi- 
} tures of the Government, each year, from its organization 


| up to the present period, and where and for what purpose 


mayor and aldermen of the city of Savannah, || these expendiwures were made. 


Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolu- 


tion; which lies on the table one day, under the 


rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
send to the Senate any estimate which may be'in the pos- 
session of the Department, of the cost of connecting Lakes 
Huron and Superior, by means of a canal around the Falis 


| of St. Mary’s, adapted to navigation by steam vessels. 


remainder of the lands once forming the site of || 


Old Fort Wayne be given for the erection of a 
sailors’ home at that place, after the streets are 
laid off under a grant already made to that city; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. KING, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making appro- 
priation for the construction of a building in the city of 


| Mobile for the accommodation of the district court, or for 
| the repair of the room connected with the custom-louse, 
| heretotore used for that purpose. 


Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from the | 


Chamber of Commerce of Cincinnati, praying for 
an appropriation for the building of a chain bridge 
across the Ohio at Wheeling, where the national || 


road passes; which was referred to the Commit- || 


tee on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from the || 


City Council of the city of St. Louis, represent- , 
ing imminent danger of the destruction of the 
harbor at that place, and asking Congress to make 
an appropriation for the security and improve- 
ment of said harbor; which was referred to the 
Cemmittee on Commerce. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented a memorial from 
Philip Allen and others, praying indemnity for | 
property seized and condemned by the French 
Government between 1793 and 1800; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. | 

Mr. KING presented a memorial, signed by || 
certain individuals as the president and directors | 
of the Bank of Potomac, and the Farmers’ Bank 
of Alexandria, representing that the charters of 
those institutions will soon expire; and that if 
they are permitted to do so, it would have a 
ruinous effect upon the ciuzens of that place, who 
had invested all their means to aid in the con- 
struction of the canal; and praying that those || 
charters may be extended to such time as may be | 
pleasing to Congress; which was referred to the | 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and other papers of Nathaniel 
Pryor, praying for indemnity for certain Indian depreda- 
tions, be taken from the files of the Senate and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, it was 


to a private land claim, be taken from the files and referred 


On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the Legi-lature of the | 
State of Michigan, praying tor the erection of a light-house 
on St. Joseph’s or Halt Moon Island, be taken from the files 
of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Commerce. | 





i 
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Mr. BREESE submitted the fellowing resolu- 
tion: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed 


| to inform the Senate how many suits have been instituted 


by the United States against citizens of Illinois and Wis- 
consin, since the 4th day of March, 1841, for alleged tres- 
passes upon the publie lands; the final decision in ¢ach 
case; the amount of recovery and damages, if any, against 
the defendants, with the costs taxed against them severally, 
and the kind of trespasses for which they were prosecuted ; 


| and, if any such cases have been determined against the 


United States, the amount of costs in each case so deterin- 
ined; and how many such suits are now pending in said 
court. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies one day on the table, under the 
rule: 

Resolved, That the 40th rule for conducting business in 


the Senate, and which requires the Senate to close its doors 
when transacting executive business, be rescinded; and 


the Senate shall hereafter sit with open doors when trans- | 


acting all business, except when acting upon treaties, and 
then the Senate shall sit with closed doors, as hitherto, 
under the 40th rule. 


CLAIMS ON MEXICO. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


| Barrow,on Friday last, came up, and was agreed 
| to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the Senate. so far as, in his judgment, the saine may 
be done without prejudice to the public interests, such in- 
formation as he may possess relating to claims of citizens 
of the United States upon the Repubhe of Mexico ; and the 
correspondence which may have occurred in reference to 
the same. 


LIEUTENANT D. C. BUELL. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


| Benton, on Friday last, came up for considera- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


| quested to communicate to the Senate a copy of the pro- 
| ceedings of the court-martial in the case of Second Lieu- 


On motion of Mr. STURGEON, leave was || 


granted to withdraw from the files the papers in 
the case of Henry Newingham. 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of the president and vestry of 
the Virginia institution tor the Edneation of the Deaf and 
Damb and Bind, praying a grantot land in aid of the object 


: ; . _ || tenant D. C. Buell, third infantry, and of all orders and pa- 
Ordered, That the petition of Bon & Coleman, in relation || pers in relation thereto, from the original order for assem- 


; || bling the court to the final order for the ** dispersion” of its 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 1] f 


members. 


Mr. KING made some remarks (not distinctly 
heard) deprecating the practice of calling from 
the Departments the proceedings of courts-mar- 
tial, after final decision upon them by the Depart- 
ment of the Government having charge of the 
subject. He did not think such a course sub- 
served any good purpose to the country. The 
Constitution and laws had given another branch 
of the Governme at a control of the matter; and 


| he thought, as a general rule, it would be improp- 


er for the Senate to interfere with the decisions 


| of those courts, which were composed of officers 
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die district of Tennessee, praying the passage of || of the institution, be taken from the files of the Senate and | of the Army and Navv for th 
ee P 5 | referred to the Committee on Public Lands. i y N y © trial of offenses 


| against the regulations of those services. 
| Mr. BENTON was understood to say that un. 
| less there were strong reasons for an interference 
(which had regulated the practice of the Senate 
| heretofore,) it might be improper to interfere 
He merely wished the proceedings to be reported 
| tothe Senate, when he should ask that they might 
| be laid on the table for examination before making 
1 any other disposition of them. , 

‘The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the resolution; and it was agreed to. 

The bill to refund to Massachusetts the bal. 
ances due her for disbursements during the las 
war came up in order; but was, on motion of Mr. 
| BATES, laid upon the table until the Senate was 
more full. 


ISAAC ILSLEY. 


The CHAIR announced that the next thing in 
order was the bill for the relief of Isaac Iisley. 
which was accordingly taken up on its second 
reading, as in Committee of the Whole. 

The report of the Committee on the Judiciar 
accompanying the bill, together with the bill jt. 
self, and the petition and papers on which it was 
founded, were then read. 

Mr. KING called for the reading of the letters 
| of the Treasury Department, referred to in the 
report. 
| The letters were accordingly read. 

The nature of the claim will be understood 
from the following facts, gleaned by the reporter 
| from the reading of these documents: Mr. Isaac 
| Isley was collector of the district of Portland and 
Falmouth, in the State of Maine, for some years 
prior to 1829, at the close of the first quarter of 
which year he was removed. On the Ist of Sep- 
tember, 1830, his account was adjusted at the 
Treasury, and a balance struck against him of 
$773, which he was called upon to deposit in the 
United States Bank, to the credit of the Govern- 
ment. This he did, obtaining a certificate from 
the bank of the payment of his balance. On the 
20th of Novembr, 1835, notice from the Treasury 
Department was given to him that his account 
had been reopened, and a further balance found 
against him of $394 78, which he was called upon 
also to pay in. This was stated to be a balance 
composed of the surplus of compensation received 
by him during the first quarter of the year 1823. 
The petitioner remonstrated, relying on the act 
of Congress of 1799, which grants to collectors, 
as compensation for theirservices, the full amount 
| of their emoluments, consisting chiefly of fees. 
He referred also to the act of 1822, restricting the 
whole amount ofthe year’s compensation, to show 
that, inasmuch as the fees of the office between 
himself and bis successor fell short of the restrict- 
ed sum, ($3,000,) no call could be made on him 
to refund any part of what he had received in the 
first quarter. This remonstrance proving un- 
availing, he paid in the sum of $394 78 to the 
Treasury; and subsequently finding precedents in 
his favor, in decisions of the circuit and district 
courts of the United States, in analogous cases, 
he petitioned Congress to refund him the money. 
| The Judiciary Committee, upon investigating he 
case and looking into the precedents of decision 
in the courts, had feported a bill in favor of the 
claimant, and now recommended its passage. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that he had listened 
attentively to the reading of the report, and learned 
from it that the United States courts, or some 
court, had established the principle upon which 
the bill was founded, to wit: that where an off- 
cer has received for fees and salary, or in fees 
alone, the maximum of compensation, as fixed by 
law, if that officer shall receive the whole of that 
compensation during the first quarter and is then 
dismissed, he is entitled to keep it, as if he had 
continued in office the whole year. He under- 
stood that the same principle had been established 
with regard to receivers in the land offices. He 
_ believed the principle was the same. “ut as & 
| member of Congress, he was not disposed to es- 
tablish, by any act or vote of his, that principle. 
| He did not say that it might not be the law as 
"now stands, seeing that the courts had so decided; 
-| but what he wished to show was, that, accord- 
‘ing to his judgment, it ought not to be so—that 
is, in legislating, he would not establish the prin- 
ciple. His maxim was, that an officer taking 4” 
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stricted to a specific compensation, should receive 
only that fixed sum, or his proportion of it, ac- 
cording to his term of service. He should have 
no right to claim more, for to more he could not 
justly be entitled. He was not ready to give his 
sote in favor of the principle fixed by this bill. 
Mr. BERRIEN, at considerable length, ex- 
jained. He did not consider, that in passing this 
bill, the Senate was legislating to establish a prin- 
ciple not already fully recognized by an existing 
law of Congress. By that law, the collector of 
the customs was enabled to receive compensation 
for his services up toa specific amount. If he 
erformed the whole services of the year within 
a portion of it, and received the whole compen- 
sation, the Jaborer was worthy of his hire, and 
cot nothing but his stipulated reward. But, to 
satisfy the Senator from New York that the Gov- 
ernment had no right toa claim of surplus in this 
case, he would inform that Senator, that although 
in the first quarter of the year 1829, Mr. Ilsley re- 
ceived $1,108 72 (less the incidental.expenses of 


his ofice,) his successor in the remaining three |; 


quarters received only $1,863 11; the whole being 
jess than the maximum sum of $3,000, to which 
the collectorship for the year was entitled. 

The act of Congress of 7th May, 1822, provides 
that, when the fees and emoluments of the collec- 
tors of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, Charleston, and New Orleans, shallexceed | 
¢4,000 in any one year, and those of other collec- 
tors $3,000 each, deducting the incidental ex- 
penses of office, the surplus over those sums re- 
spectively shall be paid into the United States 
Treasury. Butuntilacollector received the max- | 
imum sum individually, the act of 1822 did not 
reach him. And this was the view taken by the 
circuit and district courts of the United States. 
He referred to an analogous case, exactly in point. 
It was that of the United States in the first cir- 
cuit vs. Pearce et al. 

Mr. PHELPS also referred to analogous cases, 
as to receivers of public moneys in the land offices, 
where the compensation grew out of the allow- 
ance of one per cent. on the receipts, till it reached 
afixed sum. The decisions of the courts in such 
cases had always been in conformity with the 
principle of this bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he would be very glad to 
know from the honorable chairman of the Judi- 
ciary Committee, [Mr. Berrien,] and from his 
friend from Vermont, [Mr. Puetps,] what they 
understood to be the practical operation of this 
judicial rule, or whether his own understanding 
of it was correct. His understanding was, that 
the courts which they referred to had settled per- 
manently that, in computing the emoluments of 
the offices and the rights of the officers, the year 
shall commence on ‘the day on which the incum- 
bent takes office, and shall be calculated year by 
year during his official life, until he resigns; but, 
if there be a fraction of the year, and during that 
fraction he receives the whole compensation al- 
lowed him by law, it is his own good luck, and 
he is entitled to it. The compensation or emol- 
ument which the officer derives from his office at 
this port is $3,000. 

Mr. BERRIEN. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Shall not exceed 

Mr. BERRIEN. No, sir. The words of the 
actare, that, after deducting the expenses inci- 
dental to the office, the emoluments of the officer 
shall not in any one year exceed $3,000. 

Mr. WRIGEIT replied that the statement of the 
honorable chairman was correct. He would now 
apply this judicial rule, and would beg the gen- 
tleman to lethim know if he was correct. He [Mr. 
Berrien] is collector for a certain port on the Ist 
of January, 1843, and for the first three months 
of that year he receives $3,000, which he has a 
right, under this rule, to retain. The office is then 
conferred upon himself, (Mr. W.,) who holds it 
for the next three months, and receives emolu- 
ments amountirtg to $3,000, then resigns; and the 
office is conferred upon his friend from Vermont, 
[Mr. PuE tps, ] who receives a like sum; and upon 


No, sir. 





a fourth person, who holds it for the remaining || order of the day for Tuesday next. 


Now, at the end of the calendar 


three months. 
year, each has received and retained $3,000—con- || 
ae the Government is at an expense of | 
$12,000, when the law is that the annual emolu- | 
ments shall not exceed $3,000. He did not ad- | 
vance this argument for the mere purpose of op- | 
posing the claim, but to show the abuses to which || 


be postponed till this day. week. 


! 
such a rule would be subject, if suffered to pre- 
vail. The port of New York furnished a parallel 
rule, which might be taken as an example. The 
emoluments of the collector of this port are $4,000 
a year, which is all he can retain; but the whole 
emoluments of the office are more than four thou- 
sand dollars in any one quarter of the year. All 
he could then say was, that the amount should 
be settled on a different principle. The subject, 
he had no doubt, would receive due consideration. 
The purpose for which he had risen was an- | 
swered. If he had correctly applied the operation | 
of the rule, it was a matter of very great sur- | 


| prise to him that Congress should have so much | 


mistaken its purpose as to have passed such a 
law. 

Mr. BERRIEN, after a few remarks as to what 
he considered an extreme case put by the Sena- 
tor from New York, contended that the interpre- 
tation put upon the existing law by the United 
States courts was the only one on the point of 
which that law was susceptible. This wasa prin- 
ciple which had hitherto governed the courts of 
the United States in the decisions on such cases; 
and it would be peculiarly hard to deny it to this 
individual, who was as well entitled to its favor- 
able interpretation as others who had already re- 
ceived its benefits. The question now before the 
Senate was, not whether the judicial law may or 
may not, in its practical operations, lead to such 
results as the Senator from New York supposes, 
but whether the principle of the bill is a correct 
interpretation of the law of the land. Now, he 
contended that no one who looked into the law 
itself, and the decisions of the courts in respect to 
it, could doubt the propriety of the interpretation 
which had been given to it by those courts. He 
desired the attention of the Senator from New 
York to the point that the law had not fixed the 
compensation at $3,000; nor could such an inter- 
pretation be given to it. What the law did fix 
was, that, if the collector’s fees did not exceed 
$3,000, he should have the whole as compensa- 
tion for hts services; but, if the fees exceeded that 
sum, after deducting the incidental expenses of 
his office, he should pay the surplus over $3,000 
into the ‘Treasury. As the fees were received for 
services rendered, whatever the individuai in office 
received within the sum of $3,900 belonged to 
him, and the Government could have no claim for 
surplus out of it. 

No further observations being made, and no 
amendment proposed, the bill was reported back 
to the Senate; and the question was then stated 
by the Chair to be on ordering it to be engrossed 
for a third reading. On this question, 

Mr. TAPPAN called for the yeas ard nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed, that the yeas and 
nays being called, he would inquire of the chair- 
man of the Judiciary Committee whether the cor- | 
respondence between the Treasury Department 
and the claimant was among the papers attached 
to the committee’s report ? 

Mr. BERRIEN said it was. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that he would 
like to hear it read. 

Mr. BERRIEN, in reply, observed that as the | 
bill had unexpectedly come up while there was 
only a thin attendance of Senators, and there was 
no pressing necessity for proceeding with it to- 
day, in order to give time to the Senator from 
New Hampshire to read the correspondence and 
report, and to afford the Senator from New York 
an opportunity of further investigating the mat- | 
ter, 1t would, perhaps, be as well to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill to some day at | 
the beginning of next week. 

Mr. WOODBURY assented, and called the at- 
tention of the chairman of the Judiciary Commit- | 
tee, in the mean time, to another act of Con- | 


| gress [the title not distinctly heard] of a restric- | 


live nature. 
Mr. BERRIEN suggested that the bill might 


It was accordingly postponed, and made the 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. i 
On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Sen- | 


/ate proceeded to the consideration of executive 


business; and, after some time spent therein, | 
the doors were reopened, and the Senate ad- | 
journed. 
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| at the Territory of Florida. 


| but had left the business incomplete. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespar, December 26, 1843. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


Mr. WILKINS offered a resolution, but bein 
out of order at the time, its reception was objecte 
to. 

Mr. W. then moved a suspension of the rules, 
in order that his resolution might be received. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL desired to know 
whether the business before the House, at the 
time of the adjournment on Friday, was not the 
reception of petitions? and whether that would 
not, consequently, be the first business in order? 

The SPEAKER replied that at the time of the 
adjournment on Friday, the House was engaged 
in the reception of petitions; and had arrived, in 
the course of the call upon States and Territories, 
The Chair under- 
stood, however, the practice of the House to have 
been, whenever a question had been offered upon 
which debate arose, the subject was passed over 
until the next day, when it was taken up as the 
first business in order. Consequently, in the 
opinion of the Chair, the petition offered by the 
gentleman from New York on the subject of 
postages, upon which a debate had arisen, was 
now the first business before the House. 

The Speaker being about to put the question 


| on the motion to suspend the rules, 


Mr. WILKINS modified his proposition for 
suspending the rules, so that the States might be 
called upon for resolutions. 

Mr. HAMLIN observed that, in a very few 
moments, they would arrive at what the gentle- 
man desired, in the regular order of business. 

Mr. ADAMS said he desired to ask a question 
before voting on the proposition to suspend the 
rules. Some days ago, the House went into 
Committee of the Whole for the purpose of dis- 
tributing the President’s message in several par- 
cels to different standing committees. The Com- 
mittee of the Whole had not made a final report, 
He desired 
to know whether, that portion of the business 
being incomplete, the whole proceedings of the 
committee were not entirely suspended ? 

Mr. HAMLIN inquired whether it was in or- 
der for the gentleman from Massachusetts to pur- 
sue a course which was not permitted to others— 
that of discussing questions not debatable? 

The SPEAKER observed that the gentleman 
was not discussing the question. 

Mr. ADAMS. Certainly not. I was merely 
asking a question, which was, when the business 
1 had referred to was to be taken up; because if the 
present motion was to interfere with that, | would 


| be opposed to it. 


The SPEAKER remarked that the references 
to which the gentleman had alluded had not been 
made, inasmuch as the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had not reported to the 
House at all. 

Mr. ADAMS said he should then vote against 
suspending the rules. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said, before the question 
was put, he desired to read the 23d rule of the 
House, which is as follows: 

“All the States an | Territories shall be called for resolu- 
tions on each alternate Monday during each session of Con- 
gress; and, if necessary to secure this object on said days, 
all resolutions which shall give rise to debate, shall lie over 
for discussion, under the rules of the House already estab- 
lished ; and the whole of said days shall be appropriated to 
resolutions, until all the States and Territories are called 
through.’’ 

The States not having yet been called for reso- 
lutions atall, it appeared to him that would now 
be.the business in order. 

The question was then putupon the motion for 
a suspension of the rules, and negatived. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if it was in order now 
to move to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would not be 
in order, because it would supersede a standing 
order of the day. : 

Mr. WRIGHT offered a resolution; which was 
not received, being out of order. 


REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the deferred subject of debate. 

Mr. BARNARD rose to a question of order. 
The rules, as he understood them, required that 
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there should be a call of the several States for the 
presentation of petiions during the first thirty 
days of the session. This was intended to give 
every gentleman an opportunity of prese nting 
such petitions as he might have in his possession, 
And hence the discussion which had arisen upon 
the rule. If he understood the rule, it was, that 
petitionsupon which debate arose should lie over, 
and be placed upon the calendar of debatable 
business, and not be taken up at a time when pe- 
titions were presentable. He was quite certain 
in his recollection, that, as long as he had beena 
member of that House, it had been the universal 
practice, that, when a debate arose upon a peti- 
tion, it went over—not to the next day, for that 
would equally block up the business of that day 
-~but it was placed upon the calendar of the bus- 
iness of the House, to be taken up inthe order of 
debatable business. It must be manifest to the 
House that the object and i: tent of the rule would 
be annulled, if the debate were permitted to inter- 
fere with the presentation of petitions on the fol- 
lowing day. 

The SPEAKER remarked that, in the opinion 
of the Chair, the gentleman was right, in reference 
to the disposition to be made of peuitions after the 
first thirty days of the session; and this had al- 
ways been the practice of the House. 

Mr. KING (who, standing ima remote posi- 
tion, was very nnperfectly heard by the reporter) 
was understood to say that he was very desirous 
that this petition which had been presented by 


him should be referred to the Committee on the | 


| three quarters more to carry a letter in the mails | 








| perhaps, than upon any other, it was respecting 
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the oppression under which they labor in conse- || District of Columbia, praying for a renewal of 


quence of the present exorbitant rates of postage. 
last day the House met, a petition asking fora 
reduction of the rates of postage, and which peti- 
tion presented the fact that.it cost one cent and 


from Geneva to New York—a distance of two 


| hundred miles—than to transporta barrel of flour 


from one place to the other. The people were 
clamorous on the subject of the reduction of post- 


age; and he thought they were called upon too | 


early to instruct the committee in the manner 


jority of the petitions on this subject came in, | 
' when they would have all the necessary inform- | 
) ation in regard to it; and from that information | 


they could the better judge what instructions it 
would be proper to give to the committee taking 
it in charge. 


Mr. DAVIS,of New York, thought thatthe point 


| objected to by bis colleague was the one that ought 


to be inquired into. There was a general senti- 
ment throughout the country in favor of the re- 
duction of postage to the lowest rate at which 
the Department would be able to sustain itself; 
but he was not prepared to admit that public sen- 
timent went further. 


_no objection to the reduction to that point, and 
| he therefore wished the committee to make the | 


Post Office and Post Roads, in order that it should | 
be speedily acted upon; that postages should be | 
regulated and reduced; and that an estimate might | 


be made, and reported to the House. His object 
was, that the House, by the adoption of the res- 
olution he had offered, should give au indication 
that it was their design to act upon the subject 


during the present session. 


Mr. CARROLL said it appeared to him, from | 
the present indications of the representation in | 


that House, that if there was any one subject 


upon which they would have more petitions than || 


vpon another, it was the subject of a reduction 


of postage; and taking, as indications of public | 


feeling, what they found in the public journals | 


throughout the entire land, he would say, that if 
there was any one subject upon which they would 
be called upon to act by hundreds of thousands 
of their constituency, it was that subject. He 
did not rise at this stage of the procerding be- 
cause he was opposed to the reduction of post- 
age; but he rose merely because there was a mo- 
tion made to instruct a standing committee of the 
House upon a subject on which the petitions were 
merely at their commencement—upon a subject 
on which they did not yet know what were the 
wishes of the people of this Union. He had pe- 
tuitions now in his charge on this subject, and he 


had no doubt that a very large portion of the | 


members of the House had also similar petitions. 
He merely rose, therefore, to express his doubt 
as to the propriety, at this time, upon the partial 
information they possessed as to what they would 
be called on to do, of requiring a standing com- 
mittee to make a report. If he understood the 
object of the resolution, it went to instruct the 
committee to investigate and report to the House 


duced, and still the Department be enabled to 
support itself. If they were to adopt these in- 
structions, it might, possibly, be considered as 
an indication of the sense of the House that they 
did not mean to reduce the rates of postage un- 
less it were found that the Department would 
support itself after a reduction. He presumed 
that, at this time, and at this stage of the pro- 
ceedings, the House was not prepared to assume 
that ground. If the people of this Union call for 
a redaction of the rates of postage, whether the 
Department could sustain itself by its receipts 
for postage or not, should the House forestall its 
action upon the subject by instructions to the 
committee? Why, it was the principal subject 
on which the committee would be called upon to 
deliberate. And why should they instruct them 
in this way, without knowing what calls were to 


be made upon them for action? To judge from | 


the evidences which they daily received in the 
public journals, it would appear that, if there 
was any One suoject upon which the people of 
this cotauiuwily Were at this Lane agitated more, 


| 
| 


i 


inquiries proposed in the instructions. 

lr. BARNARD requested the instructions 
might be read; and they were accordingly read 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the petition be referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, and that said commit- 
tee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of abolish- 
ing the franking privilege, and of regulating the rates of 
postage according to the coin of the United States; and 
inquire into and report the lowest rates of postage at which 
the Department can support itself. 

Mr. B. then called for the reading of the peti- 
tion; which was read. 

The question was put on referring the petition 
with instructions; and it was lost without a di- 
vision, 

Mr. HOPKINS supposed there would be no 
objection to the reference of the petition, and that 
the House had only voted down the instructions, 
which he himself did not deem necessary. 

The petition was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, by gen- 
eral consent, 

Petitions from Florida being called for— 

Mr. LEVY asked leave to offer the resolutions 
which were presented by him on Friday last, and 
which appeared in the Globe’s report of that day’s 
proceedings. 

The SPEAKER informing the gentleman that 
the resolutions were out of order, and could not 
be received, 

Mr. LEVY said he would net trouble the House 
with any petitions at this time. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked what was the 


| next business before the House. 


The SPEAKER replied that the next business 
was the calling upon the States for petitions. 


Mr.C.J.1INGERSOLL moved to postpone that 


_ business, in order that the House might resolve 


| itself into a Committee of the Whole. 
to what degree the rates of postage might be re- || 


The question being put, this motion was lost 
without a division. 

The SPEAKER then called for petitions from 
the States, commencing with Michigan, and they 
were presented as follows: 


Messrs. JAMESON and HUGHES, of Mis- 


souri. 


lution on the subject of a petition which he had || 


Messrs. DOUGLAS and FICKLIN, of Illi- 
nois, 


Mr. McCLERNAND asked leave to offer a 


resolution; but not being in order, it was not re- | 


ceived, 
Petitions from et being called for— 


Mr. THOMPSON asked leave to offer a reso- 


For his own part, he had | 


| Mr. ADAMS. 


|| their charters; which was referred to the Com. 
He himself had the honor of presenting, the | 


| mittee on the District of Columbia. 
Mr. CLINGMAN, of North Carolina, 
Mr. STEENROD, of Virginia. 


| Mr. SYKES, of New Jersey. 


On motion of Mr. BIDLACK, the petitions 
and papers heretofore presented by him on the 
subject of a national foundery were referred to 
the select committee now ordered. 


Other petitions were then presented by— 
Messrs. BRODHEAD, WILKINS, READ, 


_ ta ‘| and DICKEY, of Pennsylvania. 
proposed. It would be better to wait till the ma- | 


Messrs. SEYMOUR, PURDY, GREEN, EL. 
LIS, DANA, RATHBUN, MOSELEY, and 
STETSON, of New York. 

Mr. CATLIN, of Connecticut. 

Mr. CRANSTON, of Rhode Island. 

Messrs. GRINNELL, HUDSON, and 
ADAMS, of Massachusetts, who presented g 
| great number of the class usually presented by 
this honorable gentleman. 

One of these petitions was from Woodstock, 
in the State of Connecticut, which asked Con. 
gress to abolish slavery in the District of Colum. 
bia and the Territories, and the slave trade be. 
tween the several States of the Union; secondly, 
that neither Florida nor any other slave Territory 
| be admitted into the Union; thirdly, that meas. 
| ures be taken for an amendment to ‘ue Constitu. 
tion of the United States, so that slavery may be 
abolished, or the people of the States exonerated 
| doing anything to sustain it; and, fourthly, that 
| commercial and diplomatic relations may be in- 
stituted between this country and the Republic 
of Hayti. 

The SPEAKER said this petition came within 
the rule. 

Mr. ADAMS admitted that three of the four 
prayers of the petition came within the rule, and 
would be excluded by it; but the practice of the 

| House had been, when a petition was offered con- 
taining several prayers, some of which were ex- 
| 








cluded by the rule, and some were admissible 
under it, to refer such portions only as were ad- 
missible; he, therefore, moved that that portion 
of the petition in relation to the Republic of 
Hayti be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

The SPEAKER decided that the petition con- 
tained matter which was inadmissible under the 
rule, and that the parts which were admissible 
must, therefore, be rejected with those that were 
inadmissible, as the petition must be received as 

|a whole. The Chair could not receive portions 
of the petition, which did not violate the rules, 
without receiving those parts which did violate 
the rules; and, thesefore, the whole petition was 
| decided to be inadmissible. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed from this decision, and 
called for the yeas and nays thereon; but this 
motion did not appear to be seconded. 

Tellers were demanded, and ordered; and 
Messrs. Winturop and C. JoHnson were ap- 
| pointed; and, they having taken the vote, report: 
| ed—28 in the affirmative, and 80 in the negative; 
| which was less than a quorum. : 

If this resistance is persisted 
in, I shall move a call of the House. 

A motion was made for an adjournment; but 
the yeas and nays being callled upon it, the mo- 
tion was withdrawn, 

Mr. ADAMS asked that the question be again 
put upon the demand for the yeas and nays upon 
| his appeal. 

Tellers were again appointed; and the votes 
were—28 in favor of taking the question by yeas 
and nays, and 87 against it. 





the yeas and nays were ordered; and, being taken, 
resulted—yeas 105, nays 40; as follows: 
YEAS—Mezsrs. Anderson, Barringeg Belser, Benton, 


Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James Black, James A. Black, 
Biackwell, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinker- 


} 
| 

i Upwards of one fifth voting in the affirmative, 
| 


| presented; but was ruled to be out of order by | hoff, Brodhead, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, 


| the Speaker. 


Messrs. DAVIS and HENRY, of Indiana. 

Messrs. VANCE, GIDDINGS, HARPER, 
and MATHEWS, of Ohio. 

Mr. M. BROWN, of Tennessee. 

Messrs. DAVIS, TIBBATTS, STONE,, and 


| THOMASSON, of Keutucky. 


Mr. CAMPBELL presented the petition of the 








| Caldwell, Campbell, Carroll, Reuben Chapman, Clingma, 
| Clinton, Coles, Cross, Culiom , Daniel, John W. Davis, De- 
| berry, Dickinson, Dillingham, Douglas, Farlee, Ficklis, 
Foster, French, Byrain Green, Grider, Hale, Hamlin, Haral- 
son, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Hous 
ton, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, James B. aah, oe 
| son, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Kennedy, Preston 
King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Lumpkin, McCauslen, Me- 
Clernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Joseph Morris, 
Norris, Parmenter, Peyton, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, 





1843. 


pun, Ds 
ers, Sente! 
raat, Bit 
sieenrod, 5 
aykes, Tay 
Wentworth 
Wright—10- 
wAYs—) 
Cate 
pllis, Foret 
ea Hardir 
J. Ingersoll 
Johnson, D: 
Blisha R. Ps 
ance, Tilde 
throp—40. 
So the | 


Mr. Al 
which we 
Petitio! 
HALE, | 
CLING) 
R' 
Report 
the Speal 
as the Co 
Mr. P. 
Naval A 
Presiden 
of appro) 
tain circt 
This b 
Mr. P 
the bill, 
be put 01 
the Seer 
priations 
to works 
had bee: 
haustion 
the Seer 
works 0 
a numbe 
charged 
Mr. E 
formatic 
tleman 1 
had in vi 
He und 
transfer 
standin; 
cient in 
that the 
to work 
appropt 
OMe. | 
man we 
Secreta 
gregate 
the serv 
on the | 
to tran 
they w 
a press 
emerge 
foresee 
Mr. 

be bett 
consid: 
throug 
Mr. 
mit a1 
ceedin 
this im 
full dis 
and he 
tee, 
Hous 
the N 
specif 

a pea 
Secre: 
ticula: 
transf 
ample 
$1,00 
retary 
exhat 
above 
It wa 
for ac 
empl 
tinue 
that 
Cusse 
matt 








1843. 


ders, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, 
simons, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 
swenrod, Stephens, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, 
aykes, Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, Weller, 
Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, Wilkins, and Joseph A. 
Wright—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Beardsley, Buffington, 


Ellis, Florence. Foot, Frick, Giddings, Willis Green, Grin- 

nell, Hardin, Harper, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Charles | 
J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. | 
Johnson, Daniel P. King, Leonard, McClelland, Moseley, | 


Blisha R. Potter, Charies M. Reed, Rogers, Sample, Sever- || 


ance, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, and Win- | 
throp—40. 
So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
Mr. ADAMS presented various other petitions; 
which were referred. 
Petitions were presented by Messrs. BURKE, | 


HALE, REDING, HAMLIN, FOSTER, and || 


CLINGMAN. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Reports of committees were called for; when, 
the Speaker having called through the list as far 
as the Committee on Naval Affairs, 


Naval Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the | 
President of the United States to direct transfers 
of appropriations for the naval service under cer- 
tain circumstances, 

This bill having been read twice, 


Mr. PARMENTER explained the objects of || 


the bill, and expressed the hope that it would then | 
be put on its passage. The object was to enable | 


| counted for? 


the Secretary to transfer the balances of appro- || 


priations from objects where they were not wanted 
to works which had been commenced and which 
had been suspended in consequence of the ex- 
haustion of the appropriations. By this means, 
the Secretary would be enabled to carry on some 
works of importance, and to give employment to 
a number of mechanics who were necessarily dis- 
charged during the recess. 

Mr. BARNARD observed, that from the in- 
formation he had received, he feared that the gen- 
tleman would nat be able to effect the object he 
had in view by the passage of the bill before them. 
He understood, that ever if there should be a 
transfer ofappropriations allowed, there were out- 
standing accounts against the Department suffi- 
cientin amount to absorb all these balances; so 
that the object of the Secretary, to set these men 
to work, could not be accomplished without new 
appropriations. | 

Mr. PARMENTER replied, that the gentle- | 
man was under a mistake; that the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy would show that the ag- | 
gregate of the appropriations was sufficient for | 
the service; and that all that was wanted to carry | 
on the works of the fiscal year, was to enable him 
to transfer appropriations from objects where | 
they were not wanted to others where there was 
a pressing necessity for them, and to meet such | 
emergencies of the service as could not have been 
foreseen. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked if it would not | 
be better to pass this bill over to to-morrow. He | 
considered the subject too important to be passed | 
through without more mature reflection. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said he was about to sub- | 
mita motion that would put a stop to this pro- | 
ceeding. He was not willing that a matter of | 
thisimportance should be passed through without 
full discussion in Committee of the Whole House; 
and he therefore moved to refer it to that commit- 
tee. He made this motion for the reason that the | 
House had ‘no control over the expenditures of 
the Navy, without adhering to the practice of | 
specific appropriations; for there was no limit of | 
& peace establishment for the Navy; and the | 
Secretary could make the expenditures for par-_ 
ticular objects what he pleased, if allowed to 
transfer the appropriations in this way. For ex- 
ample: at thes last session, they appropriated 
$1,000,000 for certain objects, on hin the Sec- 
retary had gone on to employ hands enough to 


above that of the Congress of the United States. 


| Tennessee, [Mr. C. Jounson. } 


pathbun, David S. Reid, Reding, Russell, St. John, Saun- || of an 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| specific appropriations. 


Secretary, but ought fo be controlled by 
He moved to refer the 


‘| bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union. 
Mr. PARMENTER here read an extract from 


| the report of the Secretary of the Navy, more 
Catlin, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dickey, i| 


fully to show the objects of the bill, and the ne- 


| cessity of the transfers. He objected to the refer- 


ence to the Committee of the Whole, because two 
months at least would elapse before it could be 
acted on; and the necessities of the service were 
immediate and urgent. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said that, by making these 
transfers, the House would lose all control of the 


| expenditures of the Navy, and enable the Secre- 


tary of the Navy to put the country to an ex- 
pense for certain objects that the House never 
contemplated. 

Mr. LEVY observed that it was not his habit 
to intrude any remarks of his on the House, ex- 
cept when the business of the Territory he rep- 
resented was under consideration; but he could 


| not refrain, at the present moment, from stating 


| upon himself to expend it on other yards. 


| a fact which would clearly show the propriety of 


Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on || 


referring this subject to the Committee of the 
Whole, as proposed by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. C. Jounson.] Out of eight or nine 
hundred thousand dollars which had been appro- 
priated for the repairs of the navy-yard at Pen- 
sacola, (the only naval station south of Virginia, ) 
there were at least $350,000 unaccounted for by 
the Navy Department; and why was it not ac- 
Because the Secretary, instead of 
applying this sum to the Pensacola navy-yard, 
(for which it was appropriated,) had taken it 
The 
simple mention ofthis fact wasenough, hethought, 
to show the Elouse the necessity of adopting the 
motion of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. HALE hoped that this bil! would take the 
direction proposed for it by the gentleman from 
If there was one 


| Department of the Government that required a 
| most searching investigation, it was that of the 


Navy; and he hoped that no appropriation would 


| be made for it, nor any transfer appropriations 
| be made, as proposed by this bill, until that in- 


| vestigation was had. 


The appropriations for the 


| naval service had swelled out from $4,000,000 
| (what they were in General Jackson’s time) up 
| to eizht or nine million dollars. Nine million dol- 





lars, he believed, was what was asked for by the 
present Secretary; and this, too, in time of pro- 
found peace. It was time to put an end to these 
enormous appropriations, which amounted to 
more than were made in eny year of the last war, 
when the Navy was winning laurels from the 
most powerful nation on the earth. It would be 
well for gentlemen, who had other important in- 
terests in their care, to look at the vast amount 
of appropriations for the Navy, and see if they 
could not cut them down, so as to leave more for 
those objects. For his part, he would vote liber- 
ally 
there would be something to show for the money 
expended, rather than see it squandered on the 
Navy, and leaving no more of a trace behind than 
our ships leave behind them on the ocean. He 
trusted that this bill would not be touched for the 
present; and that the naval appropriations would 
be delayed until an investigation could be had. 
He had no doubt that a proper investigation would 
result in showing that the naval appropriations 
could advantageously be cut down at least four or 
five million dollars. 

Mr. PARMENTER agreed with the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire, that, to a considera- 


for many important objects, and on which | 


ble extent, the appropriations called for by the | 


Secretary of the Navy were too high; but that 
had nothing to do with the question before the 
House. 
emergencies; and unless it passed speedily, the 
public service would suffer. If necessary, he 
would be willing to modify it in any way to suit 


This bill was to provide for pressing | 
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gentlemen, though the bill was presented in the || 
usual form of bills of the kind, and it was neces- || 
sary in this branch of the public service to vest || 
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service that might be shown to be necessary and 
expedient; but in the mean time these necessary 
expenditures must be provided for. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON asked if the Committee on 
Naval Affairs had inquired into the expenditures 
of the last summer? He understood that in the 
latter part of it the department had expended 
nearly two million dollars, and, by this means, 
brought about the very state of things they were 
now seeking to remedy. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY was not sufficiently familiar 
with the acts of Congress on this subject and the 
bill before the House, to enable him to speak of 
that part of the bill which was the subject of dis- 
cussion, with precision; but he understood the 
main scope of it was to appropriate certain portions 
of the public money to meet certain unforeseen 
contingencies of the service, that were now press- 
ing and urgent; or, in other words, to take money 
that was not wanted forthe objects for which 
it had been appropriated, and apply it to other 
objects where it was wanted. Now, it seemed to 
him that the remarks of gentlemen with regard 
to the enormous expenditures of the Navy De- 
partment did not benr on the case before the 
House. There might have been two millions 
instead of one expended in two months; the na- 
val appropriations might enormously have in- 
creased for the last ten years, and the Secretary 
might have estimated for more money than ought 
to be expended on this branch of the service; but 
was that a good reason for resisting this bill, 
which was to provide for objects of immediate 
and pressing necessity? When they were about 
appropriating money for the naval service, it 
would be time to inquire into the propriety of 
giving the $9,000,000 the Secretary asked for. It 
might be that the Secretary, in his expenditures, 
had gone further than he was allowed by law to 
vo; but all this had nothing to do with the ques- 
tion before the House, and they had the means 
of reaching him at the proper time, if such should 
found to be the facet. Tle hoped, therefore, 


bw 


that the motion of the gentleman from Tennes- 

see would not prevail, snd that this bill would 
. ,. . .- v, 

not be referred to the Commuttee of the W hole, 


to be thereby delayed some two months. He 
hoped that it would be laid on the table, and 
printed, so that. the members might examine it; 
and if it should be found that there were neces- 
sary and proper expenditures which ought to be 
provided for, that they would take the bill up, 
and puss it. 

Mr. BLACK. observed that he should vote for 
the proposition of the gentleman from Tennessee; 
but, at the same time, he must remark that he re- 
gretted to witness a tone of feeling in regard to the 
Navy which he could not but consider as hostile. 
He was lead to this conclusion from hearing the 
remarks of the gentleman from New Hampshire; 
and though be would heartily agree with that gen-. 
tleman on reducing the expenditures of the Navy, 
he must express the high regard he felt for that 
arm of our national defense. It was that arm of 
our defense which was most important to the 
South, and to the whole Atlantic sea-board, and 
it was the one that would be first called to meet 
the enemy in the event of a war. While he was 
willing to vote to cut down the appropriations, he 
was still ready to vote enough to keep the Navy 
up to US present rate. 

The SPEAKER ther put the question on the 
reference to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; which was agreed to. 

Mr. ROGERS moved that the House adjourn; 
which was not agreed to. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL renewed his motion 
that the House resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, with the view of caliing up the bill to 
refund General Jackson’s fine. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania that all the committees had not been 
called for reports, and therefore his motion was 
not in order. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, made an adverse report on a petition 
for relief. 


It was in this way that he furnished an argument 
for additional expenditures to keep these men in 
employ, and threw the odium of refusing to con- 
nue them on Congress. He hoped, therefore, 
that this subject would be taken up and fully dis- 
cussed in-Committee of the Whole. It was a 
matter that ought not to be left to the discretion | 


some discretion in the Executive; but he must || 
object to the reference to the Committee of the || 
Whole, as that proceeding would cause a delay || 
of at least two months. As to the invesiigations 1 
recommended by the gentleman from New Hamp- || 
shire, he had no objection to them, and he eel | 
be willing to go for any reduction in the naval | 


RESOLUTIONS. 


The SPEAKER announced that resolutions 
were now in order, which would be called for by 
States. 


Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL moved the arene 
ment of that order of business, that the House 


exhaust ¢2,000,000—thus setting his discretion 
| 





yc 


Pie ere > 


fe 
pe 


I LPs Heer 


iPingth< 


i. sada 


Regt game 


ca 


ner 


tap eee 


74 


might go into Committee of the Whole; which | via Logan port, to Orleans ; which was referred to the Com- 





motion was negatived, 

The SPEAKER called for resolutions from the 
State of Maine. 

Mr. HAMLIN offered the following: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 


communicate to this House the names of persons who were || 
entitied to bounty lands im the last war, who have not ob- | 
Also, the names of such persons as || 
have obtained their warrants, but have neglected to take | 


tained their warrants. 


out their patents; together with the place of abode and 
place of enlistment of such persons. 


The SPEAKER decided that this resolution 
must lie over one day, under the rule. 


Mr. HALE, when New Hampshire was called, 
offered the following: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed | 


to report Lo this House when the home squadron was first 
established by law; what have been the annual expenditures 
for it, and how much of the estimated expense of the next 
year is intended for that purpose. 


The resolution was understood to lie over. 


tion: 


Resolved, That three thousand copies extra of the esti- 


mates of appropriations be printed for the use of the mem- |! 


bers of the House. 


This resolution was also laid over. 


Mr. BURKE offered a resolution—and on this || 
he moved the previous question—fixing Thurs- | 
day next to go into an election of Postmaster for 


this House. 


On seconding the motion for the previous ques- | 


tion, no quorum voted—ayes 53, noes 68. 
Mr. WELLER moved an adjournment. 
Mr. REDING called for the yeas and nays; 


39. 
The motion was therefore negatived. 
Mr. BURKE then modified his motion, fixing 


the 4th of January for the election, instead of | 
Thursday next; but on the question of seconding | 
the motion for the previous question, there was | 


no quorum voling. 
The House then adjourned. 


The following notices of petitions presented to-dav were 
handed to the reporters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. HOUSTON: A petition from sundry citizens of 
Alabama, praying the establishment of a mail route from 
Somerville, Morgan county, via Jasper, Walker county, to 
‘Tuscaloosa, Alabama; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: A petition of James Errie- 
son and three hundred and fifty others, citizens of Knox 
county, Indiana, praying a donation of refuse lands, to im- 
prove the grand rapids of the Wabash river; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Samuel Drew, of 
Muskingum county, Ohib, praying for a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PRATT: The petition of James Dixon, for settle- 
ment of his account for extra work done on Alexandria 
court-house ; which was referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of John P. Ingle and others, for Gov- 
ernment to buy an addition to Congressional Burying- 
Ground ; which was referred to the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds. 

Also, the petition of William W. Seaton and others, for 
a public clock; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Pablic Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mi. C. M. REED: The petition of George Selden and 
two hundred others, citizens of Erie, Pennsylvania, praying 
an appropriation for the harbor at Erie; which was referred 
to the Comimitiee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Brown, a pensioner, asking 
for back pension; wich was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

By Mr. JENKS: The petition of Joseph R. Willet, son 
and legal representative of General Augustin Willet, for 
advances and supples for the revolutionary army; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. PARMENTER: The petition of Benjamin Thomp- 
son and seventy others, of Charlestown, Massachusetts, for 
the discontinuance of the spirit ration in the Navy. 

Also, the petition of Moses Noyes, for seven years’ half 
pay On account of the services of his father during the rev- 
olutionary war. 

Also, the petition of Maria Babbi: for a pension, on ac- 
count of services of her husband in the naval service. 

By Mr. ANDERSON: The petition and papers in the 
ease of Matthews, Wood & Hall, for damages arising on a 
contract for supplying marble for the New York custom- 
house; which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. BOSSLER: A petition of William Cook, praying 
Congress to pass a bill granting him title to a tract of land; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Natchitoches, Sabine, 
Caddo, De Soto, Bossier, Ouachita, Avoyelles, Rapides, 
and Catahoula, praying Congress to pass a bill for remount- 
ing the second regiment as a drageon corps; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. ’ 

Also, the petition of citizeus of Cadde, Louisiana, pray- 
ing to change the route from Natchitoches to Shreveport, 


THE 


Mr. REDING offered the following resolu- , , 
|| which was referred to the Committee on Private Land 


which were ordered; and resulted—yeas 67, nays || 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, ** A supplement to the 
petition of the practical steam engineers and others, of the 
city of Cincinnati, to the Congress of theUnited States," was 
withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. REDING asked leave to withdraw from the files of 
the House the memorials and papers in the cases of Mrs. 
O. F. Ladd, and Mr. Theodore Gould, and that they be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. STILES: The joint petition of the City Council 
and Port Society of the city of Savannah, in relation toa 


| disposition of the military site of Fort Wayne, in said city; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


By Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York: The petitions of 


|| Mary Green and Gertrude Thomas, of the State of New 
|| York, the widows of deceased revolutionary soldiers, pray- 

ing severally for pensions by the extension of the provisions | 
| of the act of Congress of July 7, 1838, to the widows of such 


revolutionary soldiers as were married after the Ist day of 


, January, 1794. 


By Mr. SLIDELL: The petition of F. Ducoing, for ar- 
rears of pension for disability caused by a vvound received 
in the battle of the &th of January, 1815; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of heirs of Carlos de Villenioni, pray- 
ing for confirmation of title to a tract of land in Arkansas; 


Claims. 


Also, the petition of J. Riley Knight, for compensation 
for losses by him sustained when keeper of the light-house 


| at the mouth of the Mississippi, by hurricanes ; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Also, the petition of J. H. Caldwell and others, to be re- 
leased from payment of certain duty-bonds for iron import- 
ed for the use of the New Orleans and Nashville Railroad 


; Company ; which was referred to the Committee of Ways 


and Means. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of John A. Dougherty 
and about five hundred others, citizens of Missouri, asking to 
have an appropriation for asurvey, and the marking out and 
establishing the boundary of the Oregon Territory, and ex- 
tending the jurisdiction of the United States over the same ; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Territories. 

Also, the petition of Henry 8. Geyer and one hundred and 
five members of the St. Louis bar, praying for an additional 
term of the circuit court of the United States, to be held in 
October of each year at St. Louis, Missouri; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the memorial of the Mayor and Common Council 
of the city of St. Louis, asking an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the harbor of St. Louis, ayd to protect it from 
ultimate destruction ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Missouri, asking 
appropriations for the improvement of the Mississippi and 
its tributaries, by removing snags, sawyers, &c.; which was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, and ordered 
to be printed. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin: The petition of the in- 
habitants of the town of Lisbon, county of Milwaukee, 
Territory of Wisconsin, asking Congress for the establish- 
ment of a mail route from the town of Milwaukee, via Lis- 


bon, and Warren township, to intersect the northern route | 


at Summit, in said county of Milwaukee. 

Also, the petition of the inhabitants of Wauwauloosa, in 
the county of Milwaukee. Territory of Wisconsin, asking 
the establishmentof a mail route from the town of Milwau- 
kee, and running a northwestardly direction through the 
towns of Brookfield, Lisbon, and Warren, intersecting the 
northwestern mail route at Summit that runs through Pi- 
persville, Watertown, and to Fox Lake. , . 

Also, the petition of the inhabitants of the town of Lis- 
bon, county of Milwaukee, Territory of Wisconsin, asking 
for the establishment of a mail route from the town of Mil- 


waukee, running from thence a northwestardly direction | 


through the towns of Wauwauloosa, Brookfield, Lisbon, 
and Warren, intersecting a mail route at Summit, in said 
county, that was established by Congress in 1842, and run- 
ring from Summit, via Pipersville and Watertown, to Wa- 
shara, in Dodge county. 

Also, the petition of the inhabitants of the town of War- 
ren, in the county of Milwaukee, in the Territory of Wis- 
consin, asking the establishment of a mail route, commenc- 
ing at the town of Milwaukee, and running through the 
towns of Wauwauloosa, Brookfield, Lisbon, and Warren, 
to Summit, intersecting a mail route at Summit that runs 
from Summit to Pipersville, Watertown, and to Washara, 
in Dodge county. 

Also, a petition forthe establishment of a mail route from 
Makaonago, in Milwaukee county, Territory of Wisconsin, 
via Eagle Prairie, Whitewater, and Port Atkinson, to Mad- 
ison, the seat of government in said Territory. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 27, 1843. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, covering a report from the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, in answer to a resolution of the 
Senate of the 2d of March last, relating to the 
first or old Cherokee settlers west of Arkansas; 
which, on motion of Mr. KING, was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial | 
from citizens of Wisconsin, praying for a grant | 
of land for the improvement of the navigation of 


the Neenah or Wisconsii river; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
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Mr. EVANS presented a petition from Nich. 
olas Thomas, praying to be allowed the pension 
which was due to his father, Nicholas Thomas 
a soldier of the Revolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SEMPLE presented a petition from Wi. 
liam S. Brown, and Edward S. Brown and others 
praying for a confirmation of certain land titles. 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from 
Jacob M. Folansbee, praying for arrears of pep. 
sion; which was referred to the Committee oy 
Pensions. 

Mr. BREESE presented a memorial from D. 
B. Holbrook, in behalf of the Great Western 
Railroad Company of Illinois, praying for a pre. 
emption right to some of the public lands; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands; 
and a motion to print, to the Committee on Print. 
ing. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from the 
president and directors of the Tonawanda Rail. 
road Company, of the State of New York, pray. 
ing Congress to extend, for a limited period, the 
law exempting from duty railroad tron actually 
laid down. 

Mr. W. said this memorial was on a subject 
of some interest, and as it was very short, and 
discussed the question in all its bearings, he 
moved that it be printed, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The latter part of the motion was agreed to; 
and the former referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Malachi Hogan, praying for 
indemnity for losses sustained in Florida, be taken trom the 
files and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. KING, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs of Samuel H. 
Thompson be taken from the files of the Senate and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Catharine Hayward, pray- 
ing for a pension, be taken from the files and referred tothe 
Comunittee on Pensions. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BREESE, on leave, introduced a bill au- 


thorizing persons to whom reservations of lands 
have been and shall be made under Indian treaties, 
to alienate the same in fee; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
























NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. BAGBY gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of George S. Gaines, 


EXECUTIVE SESSIONS. 


The resolution introduced by Mr. Atien,.on 
yesterday, to amend the 40th rule of the Senate, 
so as to have certain executive business transacted 
in open Senate, instead of with closed doors, came 
up for consideration; but was, on the motion of 
Mr. Tappan, passed over informally, the mover 
not then being in his seat. 





EXPENDITURES OF GOVERNMENT. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Wacker yesterday, came up for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be communicated to the Senate at as 
early period as practicable, a statement of the expenditures 
of the Government, each year, from ‘ts organization up 
the present period, and where and for what purpose these 
expenditures were made. 

Mr. EVANS inguired of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi (Mr. Wacker] if he could not get all the 
information he desired by the resolution from the 
public documents. He believed that a report 
showing.the expenditures of the Government to 
the end of the year 1840 had been made; and he 
thought the public documents, annually thereaf- 
ter, would show all he desired. 

Mr. WALKER did not find in those reports 
the information he desired. They did not specify 
where and for what purposes the expenditures 
were made. 

Mr. EVANS believed that, in the report of the 
Department, made in answer to a resolution of 
1840, the expenditures of the Government, from 
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tg organization to that time, were specifically | 


published. 

a WALKER thought the expenditures were 
eet down under general heads, but not with that 
epecification which his resolution called for. 
“Mr. EVANS did not exactly know the neces- 
sity for such specification. He believed it would 
be amatter of very great difficulty. It would 
cause a great deal of unnecessary labor and waste 
oftime to the Departmentat a period in which that 
time was most precious. It may impose a great 
expense on the Department. If all the Senator 
wanted was information as to where and for what 
purposes certain expenditures were made, he could 
surely gain that information without involving the 
Department in such an‘unnecessary expense. He 
did not wish to throw any obstacles in the way, 
when gertlemen offered resolutions of inquiry; 


putit really appeared to him that, in this instance, | 
euficient information could be obtained at less || 


expense. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that, with re- | 
gard to the words ** where, and for what pur- || 


pose,” he would be glad to have some further |} materials for the use of the Government. 


explanation from the Senator from Mississippi. 
He imagined the document called for by the rese 
olution would be very voluminous, indeed, for 
general use. He would like to know from the 
gentleman what his expectations are in regard to 


It. 

Mr. WALKER said, if this resolution was to 
be resisted, he should be constrained to call for 
the yeas and nays upon its adoption. This year, 
and for many years, the grants of small portions 
of the public domain, made to the new States 
for ample equivalents, were paraded in each 
House of Congress and before the country, and 
efforts made to produce the impression that the 
West had been too much favored by the Govern- 
ment. Now, he desired to know, and the answer 
to this resolution would for the first time inform 
the people of the Union, where and in what 
States the moneys of the Union were expended. 
He had examined the places of these expenditures 
fora single session; and if this was a criterion 
of the whole, seven eighths of the public expend- 
itures had been made, not in the West, but upon 
the sea-board States; and he wished that all 
should know the fact, that it might be shown that 
the new States of the West, so far from being 
greatly favored, had been more neglected than 
any other portion of this great Confedetacy. 

Mr. WOODBURY said, that perhaps he ought 
to state a fact or two in connection with this sub- 
ject which other gentlemen might not at this mo- 
ment recollect. Soon after his connection with 
the Treasury Department, it struck him thata 
tabular statement of the receipts, as well as the 
expenditures, in each State, annually, would be 
interesting, if not useful. He therefore attempted 
it for one year,and reported it to Congress, in 
connection with a document which, in 1834-35, 
was published. He afterwards extended it to 
one or two years more, but was not certain that 
the last had been printed. There was not much 
difficulty in giving the actual receipts from cus- 
toms and lands in each State, as the location of 
the custom-houses and land offices was well 
known. But the origin of the miscellaneous re- 
ceipts it was troublesome to affix; and it was im- 
possible to say how much of the money for lands 





and duties came from the inhabitants of the | 


States where it was paid. 

In respect to the expenditures, those in each 
State for local objects—such as forts, light-houses, 
internal improvements, pensions, navy-yards, 
&c.—would be easily apportioned ; but others were 
complex and uncertain, and often by no means 
went to the benefit of the State or its inhabitants 
where they happened to be paid out. It was prac- 
cable, however, to divide most of them with ac- 
curacy enough for general purposes. 

Mr. W. said he was not aware that any other 
attempt to show the locality of both the receipts 
and expenditures in the General Government had 
been made than that just referred to, though, a 
report to Congress had, in former years, been 
presented, showing the expenditures in each State 
for a length of time, under certain specific heads— 
such as forts, roads, &c. 

So the revenue collected in each State from cus- 
toms, and from lands also, had, from time to 
time, been givea to the public and to Congress. 
le was satisfied, therefore, that, though the ex- 
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penses each year, under general heads, in the | ined; and how many such suits are now pending in said 


whole Union, were published, down to 1840—as 
intimated by the Senator from Maine, [Mr. 
Evans]—yet the particular States or. Territories 
where the expenses had been made in each year 


| had not been given for all of the expenses, and 


for each year. Hence, as the resolution could in 
that respect be answered—though with consider- 
able labor and some uncertainty—he was in favor | 
of its passage, since a documentof the kind would, | 
for some purposes, be valuable and interesting. 
Mr. EVANS did not intend to oppose the res- 
olution. He thought, however, that it would be | 
very unnecessary information when obtained, and 
would give very fallacious views of the expend- | 
itures of the Government, on the very points the | 
Senator aimed at. Suppose a considerable quan- | 
tity of hemp, grown in Kentucky or Missouri, | 
were brought to the navy-yard at Charlestown, 
and there paid for: the expenditure would appear | 
to be made at Charlestown, although the money | 


| and benefit went to the States where the article | 





| 
| 
| 


.of expenditures at the places of its consumption. | 


| The payments are made at the places of delivery, | 


| great variety of the expenditures which would be 
| specified under this call. 
| not, therefore, to be relied upon when obtained; 
and really he could not see what object was to be |/ 
| 


was produced. So it was with provisions and | 
Live- | 
oak, used in our ship-building, was not paid for | 
at the place of its growth, butappeared on the bills | 


It might appear as if these expenditures were | 
made in New York or Massachusetts, though | 
quite a different quarter reaped all the benefit. | 
and not at the places of growth or manufacture. 
The expenditures for arsenals, fortifications, &c., 
would, in like manner, if duly inquired into, be | 
found not to be for the sole benefit of the places of 
expenditure. This is the case with regard to a 


The information was | 


| 
| 





attained by it, unless to give occasion for dispu- 
tations about sectional favoritism, And as the 


Senator had alluded to the grants of public lands | 


to the new States being continually held up to 


| them, he would say that there was considerable 


difference between such donations and the local 
expenditures of the Government. An expend- 
iture in a State was not a grant to the State. 


| Expenditures and grants were very different 


things. He had shown that expenditures might 


be for the benefit of quite another State from that | 


in which they were made. 


Sut, as he had said | 


before, he did not mean to oppose the resolution, | 


if the Senator still thought it necessary to press 
it. 


All that he should say was, that the informa- | 


| 


tion will be derived at great trouble and expense | 


to the Department; and when obtained would be 


| of very little ase, being indefinite and inconclu- 


sive on the points it is expected to establish. 


The question was then taken on the resolution; | 


and it was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS. 


Mr. ALLEN here submitted an inquiry con- || 
| cerning his resolution to amend the rule regulat- | 
| ing executive proceedings. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore said it had been | 


passed over informally. 
Mr. ALLEN remarked that he merely desired, 


at that time, to move that the resolution be printed, | 


and laid on the table. He would call it up at a 


convenient season, and desire an expression of | 


the Senate upon it. 
The motion to print was agreed to. 


CANAL AROUND ST. MARY’S FALLS. 


| 
i 


| 


The following resolution, introduced by Mr. 


Porter yesterday, was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested tosend | 


| to the Senate any estimate which may be in the possession 


of the Department of the cost of connecting Lakes Huron 
and Superior by means of a canal around the Falls of St. 
Mary, adapted to navigation by steam vessels. 


TRESPASSES ON PUBLIC LANDS. 


The following resolution, introduced by Mr. 
Breese yesterday, was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instruct- 
ed to inform the Senate how many suits have been insti- 
tuted by the United States against citizens of Illinois and 
Wisconsin since the 4th day of March, 1841, for alleged 
trespasses upon the public lands; the final decision in each 
case; the amount of recovery and da.nages, if any, against 
the defendants, with the cost taxed against them severally, 
and the kind of trespasses for which they were prosecuted ; 


| 


| 


and, if any such cases have been determined against the | 


United States, the amount of costs in each case sv deterin 


! 
' 


court. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore here remarked 
that there was no further business on his desk. 
On motion of Mr. BATES, the Senate ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespar, December 27, 1843. 

The minutes of yesterday were read and ap- 

proved. 
SELECT COMMITTEES. 

The following were announced as the select 
committee to whom were referred the resolutions 
of the Legislature of Massachusetts, which were 
presented a few days ago, on the subject of an 
amendment of the Constitution of the United 


States: Messrs. Apams, Ruerr, J. R. Incer- 
soLL, GitMER, Davis of Kentucky, Burke, Sem- 
PLE, Morse, and GippinéGs. 

The following were also announced as the se- 


lect committee of nine, to whom were referred 
the petitions on the subject of a national found- 
ery: Messrs. Bropueap, Biack of Georgia, Ban- 
NARD, Payne, Hvuparp, Peyvrox, Wutuiams, 
Moores, and CLineman. 


EXCUSED FROM SERVICE. 
Mr. SMITH, of New York, was, on his mo- 


tion, excused from serving on the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills. 
CHANGE OF VOTE. 

Mr. CARROLL asked permission to change a 
vote which he gave yesterday on Mr. Apams’s 
appeal from the decision of the Chair—his vote 
having been given under a misapprehension of 
the question before the House. He had voted to 
sustain the Chair; but he desired to change his 
vote to the negative. 

Mr. HOPKINS inquired if the Journal was 
incorrect ? 

Mr. CARROLL said his vote had been cor- 
rectly recorded; but he was desirous to change 
his vote. 

Mr. HOPKINS said, that to accede to the gen- 
tleman’s request, would be to establish a very 
dangerous precedent. 

Mr. CARROLL said, if there was any oppo- 
sition to the request he had made, he should be 
satisfied with this opportunity to make an ex- 
planation. He conceived it be right in the House 
to receive and refer so much of a paper as was 
admissible under the rule, though there might be 
other parts that were inadmissible; and he de- 
sired that his vote should be recorded in favor of 

| the right of petition to this House on all subjects 
whatever. 
The conversation then ceased. 


PETITIONS. 


The SPEAKER announced that petitions were 
next in order, and were presented by— 

Mr. HAMLIN, of Maine. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. COLLAMER, of Vermont. - 

Messrs. BEARDSLEY, STETSON, CAR- 
ROLL, and SEYMOUR, of New York. 

Messrs. A. H. READ and C. M. REED, of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia. 

Messrs. THOMASSON and FRENCH, of 
Kentucky. 

Messrs. GIDDINGS, ST. JOHN, and HAR- 
PER, of Ohio: 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana. 

Messrs. WENTWORTH and FICKLIN, of 
Illinois. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama. 

Messrs. BOWEN and BOWLIN, of Missouri. 

Mr. PAYNE inquired if it‘would be in order 
to give a notice at this time, or whether there was 
any rule prescribing the time when notices should 
| be given. 

The SPEAKER said that the notice would not 
now be in order; but it might be given when the 
| States were called for resolutions. 

Mr. PAYNE said his only object was to save 
time and expedite the business of the House. 

The SPEAKER said the Chair did not feel at 
| liberty to authorize its reception now, as the same 

indulgence would be demanded by other gentle- 
inen. 
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Mr. CROSS presented certain petitions. 

Mr. GRINNELL presented a petition. 

Mr. MeKAY moved that the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means be permitted to appoint aclerk ; 
which motion was adopted. 

Memorials were presented by Mr. VANCE, 

Mr. CLINTON moved that the Committee on 
Public Expenditures have power to send for per- 
sons and papers. 

Mr. ADAMS said it seemed to him that the 
resolution was a very extraordinary one. He 
could not-understand why that committee should 
have the power of sending for persons and papers; 
it was a very extensive power that was asked for, 
and the exercise of which would involve consid- 
erable expense. He desired to be informed by 
the gentleman from New York what special rea- 
son there was why this power should be con- 
ferred upon the committee of which he was chair- 
man; and whether the committee had considered 
of the propriety of compensating those persons 
who might be sent for to attend the committee ? 
Hie wished to hear some reason stated for con- 
ferring the power. 

Mr. CLINTON said the resolution was pre- 
cisely in the same terms with a resolution which 


passed the Elouse at the long session of the last 
Congres 


tain clerks of the public Departments, the com- | 


mittee would be enabled to save the expense of 
long copies of papers and the expense of a per- 
manent clerk. 

The resolution was adopted, 
ELECTION OF POSTMASTER. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Burke yester- 
day, that the House proceed, on Thursday, the 
4th day of January next, to the election of Post- 
master to the House of Representatives, was 
taken up. 


Mr. HOLMES moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. BURKE demanded the yeas and nays 
upon this motion; which were ordered; and, be- 
ing taken, resulted—yeas 72, nays 84; as follows: 

Y LAS — Mesers. Adams, Barringer, 
Beleer, Edward J. Biack, James A. Black, Milton Brown, 
Campbell, Carroll, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Clingman, 
Clinton, Coles, Collamer, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Richard 
D. Davis. Deberrv, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, Florence, 
Foot, Giddings. Willis Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hardin, Har- 
per, Holines, Hubbell, Hudson,Washington Hunt, James B. 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, 
Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, MeClelland, Mclivaine, Marsh, 
Morse, Moseley, Patterson, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, Pratt, 
Charles M. Reed, David 8. Reid, Rhett, Rogers, Sample, 
Saunders, Senter, Severance, David L. Seymour, Simpson, 
Slideil, Albert Smith, Stephens, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, 
Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, White, and Winthrop—72. 

NAYS — Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Bidlack, James 
Riack, Blackwell. Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob 
Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, William J. Brown, Buffington, 
Burke, Caldwell, Cary, Cobb, Cross, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, 


Jarnard, Beardsley, 


By having the power to send for cer- || 
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Belser, Edward J. Black, Milton Brown, Campbell, Catlin, 
Reuben Chapman, Clingman, Clinton, Coles, Collamer, 
Cranston, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Del- 
let, Dickev, Dickinson, Florence, Foot, Frick, Giddings, 


Giimer, Willis Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hardin, Harper, | 


Holmes, Hubbeii, Hudson, Washington Hunt, James B. 


Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, | 
Daniel P. King, MeCleliand, Mclivaine, Marsh, Morse, | 


Moseley, Patterson, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, Charles M. 
Reed, David 8. Reid, Rogers, Sample, Saunders, Senter, 
Severance, David L. Seymour, Slidell, Albert Smith, Ste- 


phens, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vin- || 


ton, White, and Winthrop—6e. 
So the House determined to go into the election 
of a Postmaster on the 4th day of January next. 


BOUNTY LANDS. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Hamtin—calling 
on the Secretary of War to communicate to the 
House the names of the persons who are entitled 
tq bounty lands for services during the last war, 
and who have not obtained warrants for the same; 
also the names of the persons who have obtained 
their land warrants, but who have not received 
patents for them, together with the places of res- 
idence aud places of enlistment of the soldiers so 
entitled—coming up for consideration, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON was épposed to the resolu- 
tion, on the ground that the publication of these 
names would not be for the benefit of the widows 
and children of the soldiers entitled to these bounty 
lands, but for the benefit of a tribe of speculators 
and agents who were seeking to enrich themselves 
at their expense. 

Mr. HAMLIN regretted that the gentleman 


from Tennessee had thought fit to oppose this 


resolution, because he believed that it was calcu- 
lated to perform good service, and operate ina 
manner very contrary to the gentleman’s sugges- 
tions. There were many persons in the eastern 


| States who were entitled to bounty lands, but were 


unable to make good their claims for the want of 
proper information, which was only in the hands 
of the Government. ‘The object of this resolution 
was to enable the heirs of persons who had such 
claims to know directly what they were entitled 
to, and how to make good their claims. 

This resolution embraced two classes of persons 
only—those who hed not obtained their warrants, 
and those who, having obtained their warrants, 
had not taken out their patents. This informa- 


tion the Secretary of War could furnish the House | 


in a few hours’ labor; and it would be so valuable 
and useful that he was surprised at any gentleman 


opposing it. 


Mr. RATHBUN moved to lay the resolution | 


| on the table; but the motion was rejected. 


Mr. HOPKINS called for the previous ques- 
tion; but the call was not sustained by the 
House. 


Mr.C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays; 


_ but, a sufficient number not rising, they were not 


John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dillingham, Douglas, Dun- || 


ean, Parlee, Ficklin, Foster, French, Frick, Byram Green, 
Haile, Hamlin, Haralson, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, 
Hopkins, Hughes, Charles J. Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, An- 
drew Jonnson, Kennedy, Preston King, Labranche, Leon- 
ard, Lueas, Lumpkin, MeCauslen, MeClernand, McCon- 
nell, McDowell, Mathews, Joseph Morris, Norris, Parmen- 
tor, Payne, Purdy, Rathbun, Almon H. Redd, Reding, Rus- 
sell, &f.Joun, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Thomas Smith, 


Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, | 


Stone, Sykes, Taylor, Tibbatts, Weller, Wentworth, Whea- 
ton, Williams, Wilkins, and Joseph A. Wright—84. 


So the motion to lay on the table being nega- 


tived, the question recurred on the adoption of || 


the resolution. 

The question was then put on seconding the 
previous question, and carried—ayes 64, noes 57. 

The main question having then been ordered 
without a division— 

Mr. BURKE called for the yeas and nays on 
that question, being on the adoption of the reso- 
lution, which were accordingly ordered, and being 
taken. resulted—yeas 83, nays 68; as follows: 

VEAS — Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Bidlack, James 
Biack, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob 
rinkerhotl, Brodhead, William J. Brown, Buffington, 
Burke, Caldwell, Cobb, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, John W. 
Davis, Dawsen, Dean, Dillingham, Douglas, Duncan, Ellis, 
Farlee, Ficklin, Poster, Freneh, Byram Green, Hale, Ham- 
lin, Haralson, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Hous- 
ton, Hughes, Hungeriord, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Ken- 
nedy, Preston King, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCaus- 
ten, MeClernand, MeConnell, MeDowell, McKay, Ma- 
thews, Joseph Morris, Norris, Parmenter, Payne,, Purdy, 
Rathbun, Almon H. Read, Reding, Russell, St. John, 
‘Thomas IH. Seymour, Simons, Tuomas Smigh, Robert Smith, 
Stecwrod, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Sykes, Tay- 
lor, Tibbatts, Weller, Wentworth,Wheaton, Williams, Wil- 
kins, and Joseph A. Wright—s3. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adains, Barringer, Barnard, Beardsley, 


ordered. 


Mr. THOMASSON observed that it was but 


_afew days ago, when a motion was made to 


printa report from the War Department, contain- 


/ ing the names of persons having claims against 


the Government, that he voted in favor of that 


| motion. His impression then was that the docu- 
| ment contained information which would be use- 


ful to him, as he received many officers’ and sol- 


| diers’ claims from his constituents, which he was 


requested to prosecute at the Department. For 
this reason he was anxious that the document 
should be printed; but he had since received in- 
formation which had induced him to change his 
opinions. On a late occasion, he called at one of 


the public Departments to obtain information in | 


relation to a claim that he was requested to pros- 
ecute; and, though he gave the name of the per- 


son, the clerk refused him the information, in ac- | 


cordance, as he said, with the invariable practice 
of the Department. On conversing with his friend 


from Tennessee [Mr. C. Jounson] on this sub- | 
ject, that gentleman gave him the reason why the | 


Department refused to give information of this 


kind; and that was, that the making these claims | 
public would benefit, not the widows and chil- | 


dren of claimants, but the speculators and agents 
who are always watching for opportunities to 
prey upon such persons. 


Under these circum- | relief which was offered ? 
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| He held it to be both the duty and the policy of 
| the Government to be just; ahd he believed ther, 
|, was nothing to be gained by interposing objec. 
| tions to the publication of all the information jy 
| the possession of the Government, to enable those 
|| who have just claims to enforce them. It Was 
| not the policy of the Government to interpose an 
| objection to the fullest and freest communication 
|, of all the information which will enable those who 


|| have righteous claims to show their merits. Th. 
| claims of officers and soldiers of the last and the 
revolutionary wars should be heard with grea, 
indulgence and favor by this House; the poor 
| pittance which the Government pays to the wid. 
| ows and orphans of those soldiers for the blood 
|| shed in the country’s behalf should not be grudg. 
|| ingly paid;-nor should the information be locked 
| up in the archives of the Government that would 
|| enable the claimants to establish their just claim, 
If a little more care and scrutiny could be em- 
ployed to protect the Treasury against claims of 
a more questionable character, he thought jt 
might be judiciously exerted; and if this House 
|, would call upon the Departments to show how 
| much had been paid out on claims presented and 
|| aver and over again rejected, it would be seen that 
|| there had been enough thus paid out to gladden 
|| the hearts of the widows and orphans of those 
'| who had fought the battles of the counthy. He 
|, did, however, trust that all the jealousy of this 
| House and of the Departments would not be so 
|| excited as to defeat these meritorious claims of 
| the widows and orphans who came here in their 
|, weakness and their poverty, asking the Govern- 
|| ment to give them that which belonged to them. 
|| Believing that by the adoption of this resolu- 
' tion nothing but the truth would be published, 
| and that no claims but those of justice and hu- 
| manity could be added to those made against the 
| Government, by such publication, and that no 
| facilities would be afforded for fraudulent claim- 
|| ants, he sincerely hoped the House would pass 
| the resolution introduced by the gentleman from 
| Maine. 
| After a brief conversation between Messrs 
|| BEARDSLEY and C. JOHNSON, 
|| Mr. HAMLIN wished simply to call the atten- 
|| tion of the House to the resolution as it now read. 
| It asked for information on two specific points: 
| first, it asked for the names of those persons who 
were entitled to bounty lands, and who had not 
obtained their warrants: italso asked for the names 
|| of those who had obtained their warrants, but 
'| have not taken out their patents; and, in offering 
as : : aes 
this resolution, he wished to say that he did it at 
the instance of persons whom he knew to be per- 
sonally interested through their ancestors. Now, 
he asked, what proper objection had been offered 
by either the gentleman from Tennessee or the 
gentleman from Kentucky.’ If he had gathered 
the force of their views, they did not convey to 
him a single suggestion tending in the least to 
create embarrassment in the passage of this reso- 
lution. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Tuomasson] had, on the contrary, given him one 
of the best reasons why the resolution should be 
passed; that was, that the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky had called upon the Departments, and from 
their books he could not learn the names of those 
who were interested in these very land claims 
‘| against the Government. If the gentleman from 
Kentucky was right, he had afforded the best 
reason for the adoption of the resolution, and he 
|| hoped the House, would adopt it. 

r. THOMASSON explained. The head of 
one of the bureaus informed him that, in one in- 
stance, there were seven different claimants for the 
same bounty land, and the party who obtainedit 
turned out to be one who had no right to it. 

Mr. HAMLIN would ask what that had to,do 
with this resolution? If the Government held out 
by its laws that it was willing to reward those 
|| who had periled their lives, was it proper that the 

evidence should be withheld which would show 
| to whom it was due? and would the gentleman 
| from Tennessee [Mr. C. Jounson] stand there as 
a miser over his treasure, and refuse that very 
There were but two 














' 
} 
| 
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stances, he was unwilling to depart from the long- || classes of claimants whose cases this resolution 


settled practice of the Government, which he had |! 


no doubt was the result of experience, though he 
was not prepared to vouch for the correctness of 


would meet, and those classes were vot at all nu- 


‘| merous; and if the additional information, which 


| would show the place of residence and of enlist- 


it. '| ment of the claimants, was published, there could 
not be any frauds practiced, and all objections 


Mr. HALE hoped the resolution would pass. |! 
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a 
ld be obviated. He agreed with the gentle- 
= from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hate,] that it 


was the duty of Government to furnish to the || they were employed to nurse and to prosecute 
community whatever evidence was in its posses- || 
sion, that those really interested might be able to | 
derive the benefits which the Government held | 


oatto them. But was it to be the policy of this | 


Government to say to a certain class of merito- 


rious citizens, We will give you this bounty land; | 


and the same moment, and in the same breath, 
turn round and say, We will withhold from you 
the very information which will enable you to 
enjoy the benefits we offer? He asked if this was 
not “to keep the word of promise to the ear, and 
preak it to the hope?’’ He hoped the resolution 
would be passed. If he correctly understood the 
law, he believed all these claims would expire in 
two years from the last session of Congress; and 
should they, therefore, be justified in keeping from 
those that were interested, the evidence that would 


enable them to sustain their claims within the | 


allotted time? 
Mr. C. JOHNSON explained the course pur- 
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they applied to be made their solicitors in pros- || Tromassow, to print also the names of revolu- 
ecuting those claims, representing that, unless | tionary claimants. 


them, they would never be recovered. By-and- 
by, these agents or solicitors come out with their 
conditions, (which were exceedingly hard condi- 


| tions in most cases, ) demanding a quarter, a third, | 


and sometimes evena half of the whole claim; 
and these terms have, in most cases, to be sub- 


mitted to, whilst all that the agent has to do is to || 


transfer the papers relating to the case from one 


| bureau to another. Having access themselves to 


these a they took care to exclude the claim- 
ants themselves from all knowledge respecting 


them other than they choose to afford them; and | 


as long as the Government refused to make them 
public, they were putting it in the power of those 


agents to practice a sort of extortion upon the | 
For this reason, if for no other, he | 
would vote for the resolution of the gentleman || 


claimants. 


from Maine, as he would be in favor of opening || 


| all sources of information to the public. 


sued by the Department in withholding the in- | 


formation alluded to from persons who were not 
directly interested as claimants, and stated that 


claimants, or their properly-authorized represent- | 
atives, could procure all the information they re- | 
quired. This policy was pursued for the purpose 


of frustrating the designs of speculators, whose || was acting from the best and purest motives. 


|| Nevertheless, it appeared to him that the propo- 
the means of great loss to the Government, and | 


frauds in relation to the Virginia land claims were 


to the people who were rightfully entitled to that 
bounty. 


Mr. BOWER said he hoped and trusted the | 


resolution of the gentleman from Maine would be 
adopted. He could speak feelingly upon this 


|| Subject; for he had had claims, and had hada 


Mr. HOPKINS was of ‘opinion that the pas- | 


sage of this resolution, by giving publicity to the | 


information in the possession of the Government, || 
would defeat the object of speculators. Conceal- || 
ment alone would aid them in their designs; for, | 
by the purehase of a clerk in the Departments, | 


or other Government officer, they could procure 
such information as would enable them to prose- 


cute successfully their frauds; whereas a compli- | 
ance with the resolution now before the House | 


would make known to those rightfully entitled the 
evidence by which they might obtain the bounty 
of the Government. He stated that one of the 
officers of this House, within a period of two or 
three years, had obtained fifty-odd thousand dol- 
lars on private claims, many of which had passed 
by a vote of that House; and such a practice 
might find its way into the Departments, if not 
prevented by the publication now asked for. He 
hoped the resolution would be adopted. 

Mr. THOMASSON said, either the resolution 
ought to be amended, or it ought not to pass. If 
this resolution should bé made to apply to officers 
and soldiers of the last war, it should be made 
also applicable to the officers and soldiers of the 
war of the Revolution; and he therefore moved 
so to amend it. 

Mr. HAMLIN deprecated the affixing to his 
resolution a rider which would bear it down and 
destroy it; but he intimated thatif the gentleman 
from Kentucky would introduce his amendment 


| variety of communications upon the subject of 


those claims from these solicitors. He had no 


| sort of doubt that the gentleman from Tennessee 


sition of the gentleman was calculated to defeat 
the very thing he was aiming at. He knew that 
claims had been speculated in, and would be 
speculated inagain. He knew many individuals 


| who had given one half of their claims because 


they were not in possession of the requisite in- 
formation to enable them to procure them. He 
hoped the resolution would be adopted. 

The 
Mr. C. 


OHNSON, 


tion. 


| withdrawn. 


| fore the House. 


Mr. WELLER rose and said, as the Honse 
seemed disposed to continue the debate, he de- 
sired to offer a few remarks upon the subject be- 
The design of the gentleman 


| from Tennessee, in moving to refer the matter to 


the Committee on Public Lands, was, he believed, 
to defeat the intention of the gentleman from 
Maine. The gentleman from Tennessee was gen- 
erally right; but when he once got wrong, he was 


| apt to be very wrong. He was a very strenuous 


economist; and, to carry out his principles, he 


seemed to think it necessary to keep from the | 


public eye that knowledge which would enable 


| certain men to put their hands into the pockets of | 


| those persons who have claims upen this Gov- 


_ have claims. 


as a separate and independent proposition, it || 


should have his support. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved the reference of the 
whole subject to the Committee on Public Lands, 
wit instructions to report by bill to restrict the 
assignment of these claims. This, he was of 
epee would defeat the designs of the specu- 
ators. 


Mr. DANA suggested that some difficulties 


ernment. ‘The whole amount of the argument of 
the gentleman from Tennessee was, that it was 
the duty of the Government to conceal informa- 
tion which would enable the public to know who 
The question then resolved itself 
into this: whether to enable the public in general 
to speculate upon these claims, or whether to 


|| reserve a monopoly to the clerks and others be- 


| longing to the public Departments. 


As for him- 
self, he was opposed to all monopolies; and he 


| held, therefore, that it was the duty of the Gov- 
| ernment to proclaim to the world the statement 


mght follow the publication now asked, inas- | 


much as the Department might not, in all cases, 


possess accurate evidence of the right of the || perpetrated upon the Government by the publi- 


claimants; and the public record thus made might, 
therefore, exclude the rightful owner. He was 
opposed to the resolution. 


Mr. DILLINGHAM said he was but little ac- | 


quainted with matters and things in this House, 


but he had been one of the people for a good || 
while, and knew something about what was going | 
He thought he knew suffi- || 


ciently well the feelings of* those he represented || see; but as the House had determined to continue 


on among them. 


to induce him to be in favor of the resolution of- 


fered by the gentleman from Maine. One of the | 
reasons which influenced him was, that he knew | 


there was a class of men who had most of them |; tee on Public Lands, a division was called for. 


been in some of the public Departments of this 
Government, and had had access to all the ree- 
ords, and were well informed of the existing 


claims of various persons; and to these persons | 


of these claims, that every man in the country 
might be enabled to know whether he had any 
claim on account of services performed by his 
forefathers. He could see no fraud that could be 


| cation; and as he was aware of the fact stated by 


| 


i} 


the gentleman from Kentucky, that the Depart- || 
ment will not give persons information regarding | 
| the claims to bounty land, he hoped the resolu- | 


tion would be adopted. 

He did not know that anything would be gained 
by prolonging the discussion. He was always 
sorry to differ from the gentleman from Tennes- 


the debate, he had thought it right to make this 
brief explanation. 
Upon the question of reference to the Commit- 


Tellers were appointed, who reported the vote 
as follows: 21 in the affirmative, and 91 in the 
negative. 


The next amendment was that offered by Mr. 


uestion being upon the amendment of 
Mr. STEEN ROD demanded the previous ques- 


The demand not being seconded, however, was 


Mr. A. H. READ said he hoped the gentleman 
from Maine would accept this amendment. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he would be glad to oblige 
his friends on the other side, bat he must be per- 
mitted to say that he feared the Greeks and the 
gifts they bring—timeo Danaos et dona ferentes. 
|| Mr. C. JOHNSON desired to say to the gen- 


|| tleman from Maine, that, if his resolution were 
|| adopted, it would be very proper that the amend- 
|| ment should be added. Though he thought they 

were both wrong, yet, if one were adopted, he 


matter as palatable as possible. 

Mr. A. H. READ said he would vote for the 
| amendment; for he would much prefer including 
|| both classes of cases. He believed the whole 
| House would be willing to vote for the resolution, 


would be in favor of the other also, to make the 
| 

i} 

it 

| 


| if amended; and he hoped, therefore, the gentle- 
man would accept it. A 

The question being taken upon this amendment, 
and the votes counted by tellers, there were—ayes 
75, noes 45, 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. REDING moved a further amendment— 
that the names of the officers and soldiers of the 
last war, who have claims for services, be also 
printed, 

This amendment was adopted. And the reso- 


lution, as amended, was then adopted without a 
division, 


THE HOME SQUADRON. 


|| Mr. ALE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed 
to report to this House when the home squadron was first 
established by law, what have been the annual expendi- 

| tures thereior, and how much of the estimated expense of 
the next year ts intended for that purpose. 

Mr. HAMLIN moved to amend the resolution 

| by adding: 
And what duty has been performed by the home squad- 
ron. 
Mr. HALE said he would state the object of 
the resolution, It appeared from the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, that there would 
be a deficiency of revenue to meet the expenses 
of the Government, of over four million and a 
half of dollars, And, to cover that deficiency, he 
proposed the profligate expedient of borrowing 
money. His own idea was, that they ought to 
reduce their expenditures, so as to bring them 
within their income. ‘That was the only honest 
policy. And, looking to find where curtailment 
could lest be made, he pereeived that the Secre- 
tary of the Navy asks for the Navy Department 
nearly nine million dollars—nearly a third of the 
whole revenue of the country to be expended upon 
the Navy. 
He believed they were indebted to this Admin- 
istration for the home squadron. The whole six- 
teen vessels which composed that squadron were 
said to be necessary to protect the coasting trade; 
and, though the portion of the country from which 
he’ came was deeply concerned in the coasting 
trade, yet he himself was convinced that many of 
those vessels might be dispensed with. If this 
information were laid before the House, they 
would have something tangible on which to lay 
|| their hands, in the way of retrenchment and 

reform. He wanted this information for the pur- 
| pose of pointing out to the House where an enor- 

mous expense might be cut down without endan- 
i gering any of the interests of the country. Gen- 
| tlemetr had talked about being prepared with a 
sufficient Navy to meet and contend with the 
naval power of Great Britain; but had they any 
idea of the outlay which was required to support 
such a Navy? The expense of the navy of Great 
Britain amounted to between eighty and a hun- 
dred million dollars annually. We were not in 
|| want of such a great naval establishment to make 
|| ourselves respected at home or abroad. General 
| Jackson alone had produced an impression upon 
|| one of the oldest nations of Europe, which it would 
| 


be impossible for this Administration todo, with 
| the assistance of al! the navies in the world. 

1 Let this information be laid before the House, 
|| and they would see how they might avoid the 
|| profligate expedient of continuing to borrow 


| 
| 


|_money without being able to pay. It was not the 
| policy which this Government ought to pursue 
|—for the pay-day must come—in a time of pro- 
| found peace, when every branch of industry was 


cee seneaiens. - niaSeetiy enedilaite 
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-‘jtures fell little short of two million dollars. Then 


in successful operation; when the hand of indus- 
try was reaping an abundant reward, still te go 
on borrowing and incurring large expenses for a 
uscless Navy,-which had already swallowed up 
an enormous sum. It was time to stop; it was 
time toshow the country that they were in earnest 
in the matter of retrenchmént; that they meant 
what they said; that their professions were not 
all idle and vague, butthat they were determined 
to carry them intoexecution. He asked for this 
information, that they might see where the rem- 
edy was to be applied. It certainly could do no 
harm. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL called for the reading 
of the resolution and amendment; which being | 
read — ‘ 

Mr. I. spoke for a few moments in opposition 
to the resolution, in too lowa tone of voice to be 
heard. When heard, he was understood to say || 
that he had always thought and said that the ex- 
penditures for the Navy were more than they 
ought to be. Hehad nodoubt at afl but that, by 
a judicious system of administrative economy— 
not by cutting down and tearing up by the roots, 
but by a simple and proper system—at least 
$1,000,000 might be saved in a year in that branch 
of the public service. He did notsay this much | 
without knowing what he spoke of; but he said 
it by the authority of a highly respectable officer | 
of the Navy, who, twelve months ago, was one 
of the Commissioners of the Navy Board. He | 
desired, however, to say to the gentleman from 
New Hampshire, and to all the new economists 
of the House, that they must begin at home; and 
before they commenced with other Departments 
of the Government, they musteconomize the ex- 
penditures of Congress. He held in his hand a 
memorandum, which he had procured this morn- 
ing, showing the amount of expenditures, not 
of the Navy Department, but of the congression- 
al departments, and he would tell gentlemen what || 
they amounted to. He spoke of the last Con- |) 
gress, and, in doing so, spoke without reference 
to that Congress more than any other. He had 
it from the proper Department that these expend- 


he had had a statement made out in the office 
of the Clerk here, by which it appeared that 
the amount exceeded two millions—say about 
two million dollars for the expenditures of the 
last Congress. And while we are cutting down || 
the Navy, or any other branch of the Govern- | 
ment, let us do something, if we can, to correct 
our own extravagance. Letus begin here; let 
us set the example to the other Departments of 
the Government; and then we may expect to ac- 
complish something valuable in the way of econ- || 
omy. 

He would inform gentlemen of one thing he 
meant to do on his part; and that was, to offer a 
resolution thatthis House (the Senate concurring) 
wouldadjourn, sine die, on some day in the month 
of May next. It is in vain for us to sit here and 
rail at the extravagance of other Departments of 
the Government, while we set them so bad an ex- 
ample as we did in the expenditures of the last 
Congress. He was confident that the greatest 
extravagance in the country was in this Capitol; 
and he would therefore reduce the expenses of 
this, the most important of the departments of 
the Government, before he attempted to reduce 
others. He would effect a considerable reduction 
by shortening the sessions of Congress, and he 
was not sure but thata session of Congress might, 
by some accident, be pretermitted, and the coun- 
try not be ruined by it. Wecame here at an ex- 
pense of a couple of millions to our constituents, 
and expended a considerable portion of it in dis- 
mounting a regiment of dragoons; and he believed 
that, at the last session, they dismissed some of 
the pages and some of the subordinate officers of 
the House, while an endeavor was made to check 
some of the extravagances of the Army and Navy. 
He himself endeavored to check some of the ex- 
travagances of the judiciary—the only department 
with which he was acquainted—but without suc- 
cess. He had shown the House that the expend- 
itures of this department had mounted up from 
$40,009 a year to $437,000; and, though some re- 
duction was made, it was put back again at the 
end of the year. Everybody knew that, at one 
period of time, the financesof France were farmed | 
out. Now, he had no doubt, that if they could || 
get six or eight clever and intelligent men to ad- |! 


|setthem. As long as the expenditures for your | 


| tice, in the Army and Navy, for officers to certify 
| that such things are done when they are not done, 
| and receive pay for them; so long could he assure 


| partment with an eye to what could be saved. 


| 
|| the navy-yards, in the equipment of ships, by | 
|| the waste and extravagance caused by allowing | 


| they refused to taste; and asked them how they 


|swallow? As for his friend from New Hamp- 
|| shire, [Mr. Haxe,] strong and sonorous as his | 
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minister the resources of this Government, and {i 
limit their expenditures to $22,000,000, they could || 
keep up the Army and Navy on the most respect- | 
able footing, and make fortunes for themselves 

besides. True economy did not consist in cutting | 
down the establishments of the country, but by 
a judicious administration of their affairs; and if 
it was not obtained in this way, it was in vain to 
hope for itin any other. You may put down the 
home squadron this year,and you may dismount 
a regiment of dragoons the next; but this will 
amount to next to nothing. As long as in this | 
Capitol the public expenditures are more than 
they ought to be, so long will the other Depart- 
ments of the Government follow the example thus | 


foreign missions, though they do not amount to 
a great deal of themselves, are doubled; as long | 
as officers of the Army, as was done bya distin- | 
guished officer at the last session of Congress, can 
excuse themselves for drawing too much, by al- 
leging that other officers do the same thing; as 
long as, by some arrangement of the Departments, 
each bureau is considered a separate command, 
and paid for accordingly; as long as it is the prac- 





the gentleman from New Hampshire that the 
mere putting down of the home squadron would 
leave the work but half accomplished. He be- 
lieved gentlemen were beginning at the wrong end, 
and in the wrong way. He believed that if the 
expenditures of the Government were to be re- 
duced at all, it would only be done by an admin- 
istrative economy, and by looking into every de- | 


He was told that the present Secretary of the | 
Navy was of opinion that $600,000 could be saved || 
by this process at once. He had no knowledge || 
of his own on this subject; but he had learned | 
from a distinguished officer of the Navy, that in 


officers to rebuild ships when they pleased, and 
the loss on the provisions of ships just returned 
from sea, which have been taken or thrown away, 
the greatest abuses have been practiced, which 
have assisted in swelling up the naval expendi- 
tures to their present enormous amount. When 
he was told that there were long-standing abuses, 
both in the Navy and Army, which the gentle- 
men who practiced them were not aware of, he 


_answered that, by beginning at home, and set- 
| ting the country a good example, and showing 
|| that they were resolved to apply the rule to them- 


selves, they might then lay their hands on the 
Army and Navy, and accomplish a great deal. 


Hy He would not take his seat without uttering a 


sentiment which he had very much at heart, 
The gentleman from New Hampshire and him- 


| self, if he was not mistaken, belonged to the same 


political party. He did not often speak of par- 
ties; but the responsibility rests with us; we 
are answerable, and we ought to be answerable; 
and ify by the extravagance of our contingent ex- 
penses—if by not introducing a system of admin- 
istrative economy into every branch of the Gov- 


-ernment—if, by simply talking about economy, 


and dismounting a regiment of dragoons, or re- 
ducing the home squadron, we do not reduce the 
expenditures of the Government to an amount 
within our resources, the responsibility that will 
rest on us will be a heavy one. I do not often 
allude to parties, still less to the presidential 
question; but I now declare that we shall have no 
right to say a word to the people on any party 
question, or presidential question, unless we show 
that we are in earnest in carrying out retrench- 
ment and reform. His friend from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Camppe tr} added, ‘a reduction of the 
tariff also.’’ If the House would recollect, he, |! 


last session, spoke of the Pennsylvania platform; , 
,and his friends from the South would recollect 
_ that he offered them a position on it which they 


would not take. He then told them that he 
offered them a drink of wine and water, which 


relished the pure whisky they were obliged to 


voice was, he might depend upon it that he never 
would be able to effect any valuable retrench- 
ment and reform, unless he began in the Capitol; 


| or not at all. 


December 27, 





and that confining his retrenchment to the Nay, 
and the home squadron would not do, The 
Navy must not be the scape-goat. Let ys take 
the beam out of our own eyes; it is very lars, 
and cost about a million dollars more last o 

: , 1. 
gress than itever did before. We must shoy 
to the Navy and Army, and the Judiciary, th,, 
we are in earnest, by beginning with ourselyss. 
and we shall then be respected, and able to elec. 
our President. i. 

Mr. STEENROD moved to lay the resolutioy 
on the table. . 

Mr. ADAMS asked the gentleman to with. 
draw his motion to enable him to make some 
remarks. 

Mr. STEENROD said he would withdraw his 
motion, on condition that the gentleman woud 
renew it. 

Mr. ADAMS could not do that. The gentle. 
man must withdraw his motion unconditionally, 

The question was then taken on Mr. Srgpy. 
Rop’s motion, and decided in the negative, 

Mr. ADAMS observed that he had been very 
much amused at the course the debate had taken, 
and particularly by the remarks of his friend, the 

eace-maker, (Mr. C.J. INGersou,] and the aid 
j had given to the gentleman from New Hamp. 
shire, in his proposition of economy and reform, 
The gentleman gave the House, undoubtedly, , 
great deal of instruction as to the manner in which 
it should carry out retrenchment and reform, and 
finally elect a President; but his remarks did nox 
happen to apply to the motion of the gentleman 
from New Hanipshire, for he led them away from 
that motion, and told them, in substance, that it 
was not the $9,000,000 asked for by the Secretary 
of the Navy—and he did not know how much 
asked for the Army—that was to be retrenched, 
Oh, no! The Army and the Navy were not the 
great expenses of this nation; it was not by cur 
tailing the military and naval expenditures that 
economy was to be obtained; but by beginning 
with the two Houses of Congress. And what 
was the comparison, to come to dollars and ceuts, 


_ between the expenses of that House and the 
| Navy Department? Why, the gentleman, with 


all his exaggerating eloquence, had made the ex- 
ecutive, legislative, and judicial powers of the 
country, to cost, at least, two million dollars; 


| while the estimates for the Navy were $9,000,000, 


to enable our ships to go abroad and display the 
stripes and stars. And for what purpose was it 
necessary to have this home squadron? Was the 
great maritime Power of the earth in such a po- 
sition toward us as to authorize us to expecta 
hostile British squadron on our coasts? No; he 
believed not. Then what was this $9,000,000 
wanted for? There was a statement, two years 


| ago, in the report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
| in which they were told that our present Navy, 


in comparison with that of* Great Britain, was 


‘only as one to eight—that is, that the British 


navy was eight times as large as ours. Now, 
in that year $8,000,000 were asked for for the 
Navy; the report of the present year asks for 


$9,000,000. This report contained the principle 
that we must go on to increase our Navy, wnt 


it is at least one half as large as that of Great 
Britain; and what, then, was the proportion o! 
additional expense we must incur to arrive at that 
result?) Why, four times eight are thirty-two; 
so that it will take an annual expenditure 0! 
$32,000,000 to give us a Navy half as large 0 
that of Great Britain. 

If, however, gentlemen were to go on in this 


_way, $32,000,000—nay, $50,000,000 would not 


be enough to pay the expense of their Navy. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was willing, at the 
last session, to go on and increase the Navy unt! 
it could go up the Thames and burn London. 
Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL said he recollected that 
his burning of London was only in retaliation for 


the gentleman from Massachusetts taking a Bri 


ish fleet up the Mississippi, and burning Natchet. 


| (Laughter. ] 


Mr. ADAMS expressed his approval of the 


resolution of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, and his gratification that it had come from 
such a quarter—a quarter which was so deeply 


interested in having a due protection for the mer 
cantile navy and their coasting trade, by the estad- 
lishment of a home squadron. At the time the 
home squadron was first proposed, he was him 
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self, in favor of it, and it was adopted, with but 
very little opposition ; and the reason was, because 
the House did not understand it at that time. It 
jooked more particularly to a war with Great 
Britain, (he was understood to say,) provided she 
took the Island of Cuba. 


Mr. C. J. UNGERSOLL made some remark, 
y |} By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of sundry citi- 
| zens of Boone county, Lilinois, and the Territory of Wis- 


which was not distinctly heard. 
Mr. ADAMS. What! would you go to war 
for Cuba? 


} 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. Yes, without a | 


moment’s hesitation, rather than let England 


have it. 
Mr. ADAMS. Well, I would not go to war 


with England, at present, for anything at all. 


Some other conversation ensued between Mr. | 


ADAMS and Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, which 


was in so low a tone of voice that it was wholly | 


ynintelligible at the reporter’s desk. 


Mr. ADAMS resumed his remarks, and was | 
understood to refer to the Texan and many other | 


questions, on which a war with England had been 
looked to when the home squadron was estab- 
lished; and then he returned to the questions of 


economy suggested by Mr. InGersou.; and de- | 
nied, as he proceeded, that economy should be | 


limited to the home departments, and not embrace 
the Army and the Navy. He saw no necessity 
for a large Navy, unless it was to insult other 
pations, by taking possession of their territory 
in time of peace. What was the good, he asked, 
ofa Navy which cost the country $9,000,000 a 


year, compared with what was done there in the | 


legislative department of the nation? He ex- 
pressed his ardent hope that the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. C. Jounson] and the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. McKay] — now the 


chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means— | 


would persevere in the same spirit that marked 
their conduct during the last Congress, and still 
advocate reductions in the Army and the Navy. 


If they compared the appropriations of the last | 


Congress with the recommendations of the Sec- 
retary, it would be found that the reductions then 
made were not less than $4,000,000 in the one 
Department of War alone. Why, the proposi- 
tions of the Secretary then contemplated an Army 


of twenty thousand men; and what did Congress | 


do? Why, instead of making that increase, the 
Army was reduced from twelve thousand to 
about eight thousand men—a reduction of one 
third; and there was a similar reduction in the 
Navy. And he ventured to say that the T'wenty- 
Seventh Congress was the most retrenching Con- 
gress the country had had for a long period. 

In relation to the administrative economy rec- 
ommended by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. C. J. INGersout,] he said that this was the 
place of legislation, and not of administration; 


but ifa committee should be appointed, as was | 


done by the last Congress, with the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania at its head, what would he be | 


able to accomplish? The gemtleman could save 


nothing but candle-ends, and he doubted if lie | 


could effect even that saving. The result in the 
last session was—what? The cutting off one or 
two of their pages or small attendants; the limit- 
ing of the number of quills which the members of 
that House should use; and also the wafers, and 
bits of sealing-wax. By the Constitution, the 


Executive was responsible for the Administrative | 


Departments; and he made no reproach against 
President Tyler for not reducing the expenses of 
his administration, for it was for the House to 
draw the purse strings together when making the 
appropriations. He did not charge any Admin- 


istration with extravagance; he had never charged | 


Mr. Van Buren’s administration with extrava- 
gance; it was for Congress to cut short the appro- 
priations, as was done last Congress; and he be- 
lieved reductions could be carried even further 


than they were carried by the Congress which | 


preceded the present. 
He alluded, in the course of his subsequent re- 


marks, to the reduction of $100,000, made on the | 


Motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
C.J. Incersot,] in the appropriations for the 
Circuit and district courts, &c., and the introduc- 
tion of that item afterwards into an Indian treaty 

ill, passed at the close of a session of the last 

‘Ongress; and concluded with an expression of 
his desire that the resolution of the gentleman 
er Hampshire should be adopted. 

Mr. HALE next desired to address the House; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
j 
| 
| 


but, as the day was far advanced, there was a dis- 
position manifested to adjourn; he, therefore, sub- 
| mitted a motion to that effect. 

| And the House adjourned. 
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The following notices of petitions presented to-day, were 
i } t 2? 


handed to the reporters by the members presenting them: 
t } = 


consin, praying for a mail route from Belvidere, Illinois, to 
Darien, Missouri; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Chicago, Illinois, 


for the extension of the United States maritime law over | 
the upper lakes, from Ontario to Michigan, inclusive ; | 


which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


By Mr. FICKLIN: The petition of William Arbuthnot 


and three hundred and twenty-two others, praying a grant | 
of unsold lands in the Shawneetown, Palestine, and Vin- | 
cennes land districts, for the improvement of the navigation | 
of the great Wabash river, from the termination of the Wa-_| 
bash and Erie Canal, at Terre Haute, to the junction of the”! 


Wabash with the Ohio river. 

Also, the resolutions of a convention at Carmi, in the 
State of Ilinois, asking a donation of lands fur the same 
object. 

By Mr. A. H. READ: A petition signed by sundry citi 
zens of Montrose, Pennsylvania, praying for a reduction of 
postage on letters; and, also, a modification of the Post 
Office laws relative to newspapers, periodicals, and maga 
zines ; which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. C. M. REED: The petition of P. L. Parsons & 
Co., and one hundred and sixty citizens of the city of Bur- 
falo, New York, praying an appropriation for continuing 
the work on the harbor at Michigan city, on Lake Mich- 
igan; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. FARLEE: The petition of a number of persons 
of the county of Hunterdon, for a post-road from Fleming- 
ton to Milford, in said county. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Adam Peters and 
eighty-nine others, citizens of Muskingum county, Ohio; the 
petition of George W. Manypenny and thirty-four others, 
citizens of the same county ; the petition of two hundred 
and twenty citizens of the same county and State, praying 
for the erection of a bridge across the Ohio river at Wheel- 


Canals. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of George Lynch, for 
back pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of John Bough, for a pension as a rev- 
olutionary soldier; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. B. moved that George W. Dents have leave to with 
draw his petition tor compensation for property lost in the 
burning of the sub-Treasury building at St. Louis, Missou- 
ri; and that the same be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 28, 1843. 


Senate a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, covering the annual report of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office. ° 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was 
ordered to lie on the table; and a motion by Mr. 
H. to print was referred to the Committee on 
Printing 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, transmitting a communication from 
the War Department, containing all the informa- 
tion and correspondence in that Department on 
the subject of the mountain howitzer taken by 
Lieutenant Frémont upon the expedition to the 
Oregon; which was ordered to lie on the table; 
and the motion to print was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 


MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Mr. MOREHEAD presented a memorial and 
resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky, re- 
specting the services of Christopher Miller, who 
acted as an Indian spy in Wayne’s campaign, 
and urging upon Congress the passage of a law 
giving some relief to his heirs as a consideration 
for said services; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Alsa, a memorial from James MelIntosh, a 
commander in the United States Navy, praying 
some remuneration for services performed while 
acting in a grade higher than that he then held in 
the Navy; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a memorial from Elizabeth B. Scott, the 
widow of Alexander Scott, praying for the reim- 
bursement of certain moneys expended by her 
husband whilst acting as diplomatic agent at the 
Republic of Venezuela; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. KING presented joint resolutions adopted 
by the Legislature of Alabama, setting forth the 





ing; which were referred to the Committee on Roads and | 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore Jaid before the | 


79 


great inconvenience to the people of the United 
States by the present rates of postage, and urging 
the modification of the Post Office law so as to 
conform those rates to the Federal coin. 

On motion of Mr. K., it was ordered that the 
above memorial, and all the papers on the files of 
the Senate relating to this stbject, be taken there- 
from, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. RIVES, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of the heirs and 
representatives of Philip 8. Barbour, who held a military 
commission under the colonial government of Virginia, 
praying Congress to pass a law confirming certain lands 
granted him, be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers relating to the 
elaim of General Eaton be taken from the files of the Sen- 
ate, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported favorably to printing certain 
documents; which was concurred in by the Sen- 
ate. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. ATCHISON, on leave, introduced a bill 


establishing a government in the Territory of 
Oregon; which was read twice, and referred to 
the select committee on Oregon. 
Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of George S. Gaines; which was read 
| twice, and referred, with all the documents upon 
the subject, to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


TITLE TO OREGON. 


Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
table: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to lay before 
the Senate, if, in his judgment, that may be done without 
prejudice to the public interests, a copy of any instructions 
which may have been given by the Executive tothe Amer- 
ican Minister in England on the subject of the title to, and 
occupation of, Oregon, since the 4th day of March, 1841; 
also, a copy of any correspondence which may have passed 
between this Government and that of Great Britain in re 
lation to that subject, since that time. 

AA ° 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore said there was 
no further business on his table. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 28, 1843. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. PAYNE gave notice of a motion for leave 

to introduce a bill to repeal the law distributing 

the proceeds of the public lands among the States, 

Mr. WELLER gave notice ofa motion for leave 

' to introduce a bill to amend and continue in force 

the act to incorporate the inhabitants of the city 
of Washington 

Mr. STEENROD gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce a bill making an appropriation 
for the Cumberland road in the States of Mis- 
souri, Indiana, Illinois, and Virginia. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, gave notice of 
a motion for leave to introduce a bill extending 
the provisions of the act of Congress of July 7, 
1833, entitled ‘*An act for granting half pay and 
pensions to certain widows,’’ so as to include the 
widows of such officers and soldiers of the Revo- 
lution as were married after the Ist day of Janu- 
ary, 1794; and also to extend for a further period 
the pensions already granted by said act. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, gave notice of 
a motion for leave to introduce a bill to provide 
for the construction of a dry-dock at the navy- 
yard at Philadelphia. 

Mr. SAMPLE gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill for the relief of George W. 
Allen, of Laporte county, Indiana. 

Mr. JENKS asked leave to withdraw from the 
files the petition and papers of Adara Sterret, an 
old soldier, asking some remuneration for the loss 
of his military land, sold for taxes whilst he was 
in the service of the United States; which were 
referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 


(| On motion of Mr. KING, of New York, the 
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petition and papers of Daniel Church were taken 
from the files of the House and referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. SLIDELL gave notice of his intention to 
ask Jeave to introduce the following bills: 


A bill to provide for the adjustment of land | 
claims in Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, Ar- | 


kansas, and Missouri, and in the Territory of 
lowa; 

A bill to confirm the entry of public lands in 
certain cases; and 

A bill to exempt from duty cotton imported 
into the United States from Texas. 

Mr. LEVY rose and said that, towards the close 
of the last Congress, he received certain charges 
against a United States judge of Florida, (Judge 
Douglass of the middle district,) emanating from 
Colonel William W yatt,a citizen ofthat Territory, 
with a request that he would present them to the 
House, and ask an impeachment of that officer. 
He had not presented the charges at the last ses- 
sion, because, from the lateness of the period at 
which they reaghed him, it would have been im- 
possible to expect any action by the House, and 
thus injustice might have resulted to the accused 
by the pending of charges for so long a period, 
without opportunity of answer or refutation. It 
is my duty now, however, to present them, and 
to ask for the complainant a due investigation of 
his complaints. The charges are, upon their face, 
of a grave nature. It did not become him to ex- 


press his opinion respecting them; but he would, 


ask that a full examination be ordered, with a 
view of enabling both parties to present for them- 
selyes such facts as they may deem appropriate. 
Mr. L. said he had consulted the precedents in 
such cases; and,as he found that the usual course 
was to refer such matters, in the first instance, to 


the Committee on the Judiciary, he would, with | 
the leave of the House, make a motion that the | 
papers be referred to that committee. Should it | 


hereafter appear that a special committee would 
be necessary, the Judiciary Committee would so 
report, and the House would no doubt allow it. 
Mr. L. said it might be proper for him to add, 
that the original papers were destroyed with others 


of his papers in the conflagration of Tallahassee | 
last spring: but that the papers presented were | 


“eae copies. He would also state that the judge 


iad been notified by him of his intention to pre- | 


gent those charges, and requested to prepare for 
his defense. 
The SPEAKER said that it could only be en- 


tertained at this time by general consent, as the | 


order of business was the call of the States for 
petitions. 

No objection being made, the papers were re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON desired to give a notice, 
but it was objected to; and the call for petitions 
was proceeded with. 

Petitions were presented by Mr. BELSER. 

Mr. McCONNELL presented joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Alabama, upon the subject 
of postages. 

Mr. C, JOHNSON inquired if these resolutions 
could now be received. 

Mr. GRINNELL desired to know what objec- 
tion the gentleman had to their reception. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON was about to explain, when 
he was called to order by 

Mr. McCONNELL, who remarked that the 


gentleman from Tennessee was altogether too so- | 


licitous upon points of order. 


Mr. McC. then presented a petition; which was 


received and referred. 


Petitions were presented by Messrs. FICK- | 


LIN, BLACK, SLIDELL, and VANMETER. 

Mr. GRIDER offered to give a notice; but, 
being objected to, it was withdrawn. 

Mr. GIDDINGS presented a memorial, and 
moved its reference to a select committee of five 
members, with instructions to inquire into and 
report the facts of the case; and that, for this pur- 


pose, they have the power to send for persons and | 


papers 


Mr. McCONNELL called for the reading of 


the petition; and it was read by the Clerk, as fol- 
lows: 
To the Coneress of the United States: 

The humble petition of William Jones, now a prisoner 
in the United Suates jail, in Washington city, respectfully 
represents : 

That your memorialist is a free citizen of the United 
States, born free in the State of Virginia, and has always 





been an industrious and honest citizen, chargeable with no 
crime ; that, while enjoying his liberty in this city, he was 


jail, where he has been confined for several weeks, and is 
now advertised to be sold as a slave by the marshal of the 
United States to pay the expenses of his imprisonment, an- 
less his owner shall appear; that your petitioner has no 
owner but his God, and owes no service but to his country ; 
that itis hard for him to be imprisoned without fault, and 
then sold to pay the expense. He therefore prays that Con- 
gress will exert their powers for the protection of the weak, 
and procure for him that liberty and justice which are his 
right, and which he has a special claim for in the District, 
which is under the exclusive legislation of your honorable 
body. i 


seized, and, without any charge of crime, Was thrown into 
| 
i 


1s 
WILLIAM 2% JONES. 
Witness: D. A. Hatt. mark. 


Wasaineron Jait, December 28, 1843. 


Mr. PAYNE inquired whether the gentleman 


who presented the memorial was aware, of his 


own knowledge, that there is such a person as | 


* William Jones? 


Mr. GIDDINGS said the paper came to him || 
witnessed by one of the most respectable attor- || 


neys of the city, Mr. D. A. Hall; and he had no 
doubt it was perfectly correct and true. 

Mr. DELLET remarked, that if the paper was 
witnessed by a respectable attorney, the aid which 
the petitioner asked he could have obtained by 


applying to that attorney and securing his as- | 
sistance much more readily than by applying to 


this House. There was not a single fact set forth 
in that paper, to which the attention of the House 
was called, that was not properly a matter for 
judicial investigation; and he would ‘ask if the 
Congress of the United States were to be called 
upon by petitions in this.way to legislate upon 
the judicial business of the country. They were 
called upon to do what it would be disgraceful 


and discreditable to suppose was neglected to be | 


done by the proper authorities, 
The SPEAKER remarked that the petition 


bate it. 

Mr. DELLET moved that it be laid on the 
table. 

Upon this question the yeas and nays were 
demanded. 

Mr. GIDDINGS desired to put a question to 
the gentleman from Alabama. 


Mr. McCONNELL called the gentleman from 


Ohio to order. 
The SPEAKER observed that it would be ir- 


regular to continue the debate after a motion to | 


lay the subject on the table. 
The yeas and nays being taken, resulted— 
yeas 55, nays 100. 


So the House refused to lay the memorial on | 


the table 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved its reference to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr.SAUNDERS, in the course of his remarks, 


(which were not distinctly heard,) was under- | 
stood to be opposed to the reference to the Com- | 
mittee for the District of Columbia; and he inti- | 
mated to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gippine¢s] | 
that a plain course was open to him, if the fact | 
were as represented, by which the petitioner could | 


be discharged without any difficulty. 


Mr. McCONNELL desired to raise the ques- | 


tion whether the petitioner was a citizen of the 
United States; and, as a consequence, whether he 


had the right to petition the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States? 


Mr. SAUNDERS was proceeding to make | 


some further remarks, when 

The SPEAKER informed that the question 
was not debatable. 

Mr. SAUNDERS said he was not going to 
debate it. He merely wished to say a word or 
|' two respecting the facts, which he thought would 

relieve the House of any further difficulty. 
| Mr. McCONNELL moved a suspension of the 
rules, that the gentleman from North Carolina 
might have leave to proceed. 

{Cries of ** Order!’’ ** Order !’’] 

The SPEAKER said if debate arose upon this 
memorial, it must go over till to-morrow. 

Mr. SAUNDERS again stated that it was not 
his intention to debate the question. 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK was understood to sug- 
gest an instruction to the committee to which the 


memorial might be sent, to report a bill to repeal | 


the law under which the petitioner was confined. 
|| The SPEAKER replied that such a motion 
|| would be in order when the subject came up to- 


|| morrow. 





must go over, if the gentleman intended to de- | 
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The subject then went over. 

Mr. GIDDINGS then rose to give notice thy 
|| at an early day, he should ask leave to introduce 
\| a bill to prohibit the officers of the United States 
|| from interfering in the capture of persons Suspect. 
| ed of being fugitives from slavery. 
| The SPEAKER said the motion could 6 
| received by common consent. 
| Mr. GIDDINGS asked if it was not always in 
| order, on petition days, to give notice of a bill. 
| The SPEAKER replied that it could Only be 
|| received by common consent. 
| The notice was not received, as objections wer 
, 
] 
| 





Dly be 


| 
| 
| 
| 





made. 

Mr. HARPER presented some petitions fron 
Ohio. 

Mr. TIBBATTS rose to give notice of his jp. 
tention to ask leave to introduce certain bills, 

Mr. GIDDINGS objected to all such notices. 
and they were not received. 

Mr. CALDWELL presented a memorial, with 
a few remarks, in the course of which, he state 
that it came from the gentle sex, and asked for no 
appropriations, 

The Clerk read the memorial, at the request 
of the gentleman who presented it; and it appeared 
that it came from the ladies now holding a fair in 
this city, for the benefit of St: Matthew’s Church, 
and that it stated that for four months they had 

| been engaged in the preparation of articles for 
the comfort and convenience of the members of 

| the two Houses of Congress, whose attendance 
they requested at the exhibition. 

Mr. McCONNELL moved that the memoria] 
be referred to a committee of one—the gentleman 

| who introduced it. And he took occasion to pe- 
mark, that the ladies holding this fair could get 
enough to relieve all the suffering humanity 
which he had seen in this city yet, by diminish. 
| ing the fees of the priests. [Laughter.] He after. 
| wards remarked that he withdrew his motion to 
refer, as he believed the memorial was not refer. 
able. 

Mr. CALDWELL said the memorial asked 
for no appropriation. 

Mr. McCONNELL said, well, I withdraw it; 
but as to the priests’ fees, I stick to that. [Laugh- 


a 
he question was then understood to be with- 
drawn. 

The SPEAKER then continued the call for 
petitions; and were presented by— 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina. 

Messrs. GILMER, LUCAS, and STEEN. 
| ROD, of Virginia. 

Messrs. JENKS, WILKINS, STEWART, 
BIDLACK, and IRVIN, of Pennsylvania. 

Messrs. LEONARD, HUNGERFORD, DA- 
ee PATTERSON, and MOSELEY, of New 

ork. 

Mr. CATLIN, of Connecticut, presented addi- 
tional documents in support of the petition of 
Ebenezer Gray for a pension, presented by him 
some days ago; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. ‘ 

Mr. WELLER called the attention of the 
House to the vote just taken on ordering the 
printing of the memorial presented by the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Dana,] from certain 
persons interested in the navigation of the New 
| York canals, under the impression that the paper 
| presented was a memorial from the State. He 
|| did not object to the printing; but as it was not 
usual to print memorials, and there was no rea- 
son why this one should be an exception to the 
general rule, he moved the reconsideration of the 
vote on ordering the printing. 

Mr. STETSON observed that the gentleman 
did not say that he voted in the affirmative; and 
unless he did so, he could not move the reconsid- 
eration. 

Mr. WELLER was not certain that he voted 
at all; though if he had voted, he would have 
|| voted, under the impressions he held at the time, 
'| with the majority. But the practice of the House 
| had been to consider all as voting in the affirm- 
|| ative when no divisions were taken. 
| 
| 


j 
| 
j 


i 
j 
j 





j 


i| 





Mr. HOPKINS observed that when questions 

were carried sub silentio, the practice of the House 

| had been to consider every member as voung 
|| the affirmative. 


i : 
The SPEAKER decided that the gengeman 
tion. 





| 


| from Ohio had a right to make the mo 
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